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By Mike Casey – Combined Arms Center – Training
FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kan. – It was a day of firsts for an American general and an Australian officer.
BG Mike Lundy, deputy commanding general of the Combined Arms Center –Training, promoted Australian MAJ Gokhan Yildiz to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in a ceremony at the National Simulation Center (NSC). 
From December 2010 to this December, Yildiz served as a simulations analyst at the NSC’s TRADOC Project Office – Integrating Architecture. The project office has been at the forefront of the Army’s efforts to establish an Integrated Training Environment.
“After 26 years in the Army, you don’t have many firsts anymore,” said Lundy.  “However, this is the first time I’ve promoted a foreign officer, and the first time I’ve awarded a Meritorious Service Medal to a foreign officer.”
Lundy thanked Yildiz for his service.

“The Meritorious Service Medal is the same award that we award to our battalion commanders,” he said. “LTC Yildiz’s achievements while serving in the NSC are commendable.”

“Our organization has benefited greatly from LTC Yildiz’s perspective as an Australian officer,” he said. “LTC Yildiz’s service to the U.S. Army reflects the importance of how our nations work together.”
Yildiz echoed Lundy’s comments about the benfits of international cooperation.

“Serving as an exchange officer is about relationships,” Yildiz said.  “These work relationships have developed into friendships for a lifetime.”

 “There has been little sacrifice on my part compared to what I received here from the organization,” he added.

Yildiz played a key role in this year’s successful field test of the computer hardware and software that are central to the Integrated Training Environment. The ITE links live, virtual and constructive Training Aids, Devices, Simulators and Simulations.

 When Yildiz returns to Australia, he looks forward to using his experience in concept development, and strategic and international policy. Yildiz also is interested in emerging Army amphibious issues and using his Turkish language skills.
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