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Jan. 17, 2013
Washburn dean commemorates Martin Luther King Jr.
By Mike Casey, Combined Arms Center – Training
FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kan. – Washburn University Dean Meredith Kidd on Thursday remembered Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy and recalled King’s “I have a dream speech.” 
Kidd, who is dean of students at the Topeka, Kan., university, was the guest speaker at Fort Leavenworth’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day luncheon at the Frontier Conference Center. Kidd is also a Navy veteran and has worked extensively with veterans. 
He recounted King’s work organizing and leading the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s. Kidd called King’s 1963 speech in Washington DC “the most powerful words spoken by anyone.” He then quoted from the speech.
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal,’" Kidd said. 
“I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at a table of brotherhood,” he said.
“I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state, sweltering with the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice,” Kidd said.
“I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character,” he said.
Kidd concluded with the last lines from King’s speech.
“This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with a new meaning, ‘My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring.’"
The luncheon was hosted by the Combined Arms Center – Training (CAC-T) and the TRADOC Capability Manager Virtual (TCM Virtual). CAC-T supports and develops training throughout the Army. TCM Virtual is the Army’s manager, planner and integrator for virtual training systems. 
[image: C:\Users\michael.t.casey\Documents\ite\Virtual Video\2. TCM_Virtual-Logo.jpg]
image1.png




image2.jpeg




