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A1tJARD OF THE SILVER STAR.-.. By direction of the President under the 
provi~ons 8r:"tMfQ1t:e't, Of 't'm!~ss, approved 9 ,July 1918, ('IDB~l. 42' 1918)' 
and Ptlrsuantto authority in AR 600-45, the Silver Star for gallant±.y in ' 
action is aWarded to the following-named officer and enlisted man: 

First Lieutenant PA~ i[, GO~. 0623J~;tanta. HIi\~i;~;t.etes Army, 
~.~;~ber of Co~pany1J 3 Infanry; d1stli-'lshedhimBelf by gallantry:in' 
actl.on near Sangmokil, North Korea. During the early morning hours of 7 May 
1952, Lieutenant GORHAN lead a patrol deep into enemy-held territory. The . 

. mission of the patrol Was to observe enemy activit)', secure information of 
intelligenceinterest'J and, capture a prisoner if possible. Adlvancing 
stealthily up the slape of a small hill, Lieutenant GORl>1AN, as point man, 
was observed and received fire from an enemy -armed with a "burp" gun. 
Lieutenant GORwm was wounded in the hand as a result· of this initial burst 
of fire. Immedia~ely, the, enemy soldier waS joined by approximately fifteen 
others, and the ~atrolbegan to receive a devastating hail of enemy small-arms 
fire and grenades. III an effort to withdraw and establish abase of fire at 
more secure positions, a member' of the patrol was wounde(i. Upon reaching 
pOSitions of comparative safety, Lieutenant GORMAN detected that a member of 
his patrol was missing. Despite his w')und, he and the patrol started up the 
hill to. aid their wounded comrade, when they again Were met with a hail of 
fire. During the oourse of evacuating the first wounded man of the patrol, 
thre,e other Meptbers Were wounded. 1rJith utter disregard for his safety, .Lieu­
tCl'lantGORMAI~ moved forward a,ggressivoly.Exposed to the intense enemy fire, 
he effectively deployed his men and proceeded in the task of evacuating the 
wounded. During this exchange of fire, Lieutenant GORMAN l>lasagainwounded, 
in the leg and face by grenade fragments. Once the casualties Were safely 
evacuated, Lieutenant GORlV"lAN directed the . orderly withdrawal of his patrol •. 
Though 'Weak from loss of blood from his numerous wounds, he con tinued to ef­
fectively direct the actions of his patrol. upon reachirig the patroltsbase 
pointlhe directed accurate mortar andartil;l.ery fire on the enemy's positions. 
Not until he wasflssured that his pa,tx:ol was secure and the wounded safely 
eyactiated; did he parmi t himself to ·be evacuatod. The intrepid gallantry dis­
played by Liouten,ant GORHAN proved a great inspiration to hismcn and Was 
direct11 responsible for the safe return of the patrol. The gs11arttry display-

, dca'oy Li(?utenant GORHAN reflects great credi ton himself, and is in keeping'with 
. the highest traditions of tho military service. Entered.the Federal. service 
from J1assacnuset~.s. ' '. 

Scrgeant1:nLLIAN FEDORCHAK, .' m;,. IV~132,9792'2 f 'In:t:,<:L.r!trj., .. :Ulito4St1;tte~, ,',.rt-:ry" . a 
member of Company A, 32dInfantry, distinguished himself by gallantr;[ inaction 
near:8angriJ.6kil;N.orthKorea. On? Hay 1952, Sergoant' FlWORCH[\.!C was a member 
of ,a patrol whose Jnissionwas to penetrate the 'enemy's line of resistance and 
to 'capture. prisoners. Nearing the enemy positions, a .movement of the/ enemy . 
was noticod'on a small hill approximately 5'0 yardS to the front of the patrol' 5 

posit-ion. ,SJ,1rge.pnt FEDORCH~tKjndfive other members of the pat~ol stealthily 
crept forwar"dto the enemy'positiono On nearing the crest of the hill, 'c,hc 
patrol~sJnovcmen~.was gi~e9ve~edand <¥.l, cncm1 soldier opened fire •. This onerny 
wasi!nmodiately"joined by 'approximately: fifteen other COIIJmunistsoldierswho 
"W'cre cQl1.cealed in a shallow trench. Despite the withering enemy fire a...,.d 
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grenades, Sergeant FEDOllCHAK l)eturned the fire with such accuracy that the 
enemy was forced to talce cover<t -:Thon a firm base of fire was' est.ablished:; 
it, waS noticed that one of the patrol members was missing. llithout. ho~it3.tion, 
Sergeant ,FEDORCHl'"l.Ka'1d the· other members of the pat.rol proceeded up the slope 
of the hill to render assiSta.'1Ce tothe5.r trappod and wounded cOlT'.rade" During' 
~he incrcased fi.ro-fight that 611su.od, the pat.rol leader, Sergeant FEDORCfIAK, 
and three. other men'Jors of the patrol were 1rlO'..l.'1dod. Dospi te his wounds, he 
continued torcrider aco:m!'atc firo, pinning thocnerny down, to permit the safe 
evacuation' of the WOUl1sod. ,Dqspite the agonizing pain' of his own wound, Sor .. 
gcantFEDORCHAK'rushed to tqe a.;id.6foheof';his vvounded co.l]1radcs, Iff ted him 
to his shoulders and with complete disregard for his C!"Wn ' safety, he c~lrried the 
'wounded soldier over 200 yards to the .compc.ra~ive safety of the patrol!s base. 
The gallantry displayed by.5ergeant F£DGRC:-l.lI.K reflects groat credit on himself 
and is in 'kee'ping with tlle highest traditions of the rnilit.ary.service. Entered 
the Federal service from Pennsyl·vanj,a. 
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