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As a guide in the .prepartition  of this pamphlet, the fol-
lowing questions, among others, were submitted to the entire
faculty and student officers of the Staff College.

1. What should be the scope of the revised Field Service
Regulations, using the present  edition as a means of compari-
son?

2. Should forms of orders be included in these regula-
tions, and if so, how many?

Replies from forty-one oflticers  were received. These re-
plies can be briefly classified as follows:
To th;jkst question:

Forty officers are of the opinion that the scope of the re-
vised Field Service Regulations should be substantially the
same as that of the present edition. One officer did not ans-
wer. Changes are recommended here and there, but the con-
sensus of opinion demands a practical “working  book”  for
the field.
To the second question,:

Thirty-eight officers are of the opinion that forms of or-
ders should be given in the Field Service Regulations; two
are of the contrary opinion, and one recommends a separate
pamphlet. The majority favors the number given in this
pamphlet.

The fact is recognized that the proper drafting of field or-
ders ,is of great importance, and that the subject is still new
to the service.

It has been claimed that if any forms are to be included in
the Field Service Regulations, those contained in this pam-
phlet are not enough. This point is not conceded. It is be-
lieved that these forms will meet practically every military
situation that may arise, the necessary changes being made.

The question of whether a commander should be desig-
nated for the main body in march orders, or a camp com-
mander named in halt orders, is left to the judgment of the
supreme commander. A second in command is named unless
that officer  is well known. Forty of the forty-one officers
agreed upon this point.

Lettered sub-heads in paragraph 3, and in the “distribution
of troop&’ when there is one, tend to certainty and clearness.



On this point forty of the forty-one officers referred to
above, were in favor of retaining the lettered sub-heads,
three conditionally.

_ In d-esignating  fractions of organizations, the fraction
may be expressed by naming the exact portion of the or-
ganization present, or by using the word less; for example,
Hq. & 1st & 3d Bns. 6th Inf., or 6th Inf. (less 2d Bn.). Each
form has’ advantages in certain cases, and the commander
should be’ permitted to use the most convenient.‘

The word “headquarters7’ in the title of an order is omit-
ted, as it adds nothing to the clearness and is not included in
the definition of the title.’

A definition of the word “detachment?’ is retained to set-
tle controversies liable to arise in mixed commands.

Conforming to the idea that the Field Service Regulations
should be a practical working book for the field, the Article
on the Service of Information-has been r!nade  broad enough to
give a general idea of’ the use of independent and divisional
cavalr-y,  and of the important subject of reco.nnaissance. In
the present Field Service Regulations the duties of patrols
are discussed both in the Article on the Service of Informa-
tion and in that on the Service of Security; in the proposed
edition these duties are all included in the. Service of .Informa-
tion.

Provision is made for the organization of an injbrmation
division in the field-not provided for in the present regula-
tions. Rules are.also  given to secure uniformity in the mak-
ing of maps and in the transmission of messages. The mes-
sage blank is particularly well adapted to--the  purposes for
which it is intended, and greatly simplifies the subject of the
Transmission of Information. Requiring the blank to be is-
sued by the Signal Corps insures an abundant supply being
always on hand. An orderly delivering messages does not
have to carry a receipt book, the receipt being-  m
envelope which is then returned to the messenger.

.ade ,on the

swge stions looking to the improvement of the subject-
matter of this pamphlet are requested from oficers,  to the
endthat  our Field Service Regulations may be-as  perfect as
they can be made.

Army Staff College,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

June 12,1908.

D. H. BOUGIITON,
Major, General Staff.
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ARTICLE II

THE SERVICE OF INFORMATION

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

1. Military Informati$n.-Military information may be
considered under two general heads, namely, (I) that
collected by the General St&f in time of peace; (2) that
obtained by troops in the field after the outbreak of hos-
tilities. The former relates to the geography, resource&,
and military strength of the various nations, and enables
the War Department, when hostilities are imminent, to de-
tide upon the size of an army or expedition, the proportion
of the different arms, character of clothing, equipment,
etc ., necessary to accomplish the object sought. The latter
relates to the theater of operations and to the position,
strength, intentions, etc., of the enemy in the field, and is
absolutely essential to enable a commander properly to
estimate the situation and guard against surprise.

2. Information in ’ the: $eZd  is obtained from various
sources-higher commanders, adjoining troops, inhabitants,
newspapers, letters, telegraph files, prisoners, deserters, spies,
maps and reconnaissances. Knowledge of the terrain, always
essential to a correct understanding of the situation, is ob-
tained from a careful study of availa .ble maps, supplemented *
by thoro reconnaissance.

3. Information Division. -At the outset of a campaign
the commander of an army or of a separate command in the
field, organizes an infomiation  division where all informa-
tion of the enemy and of the theater of operations is sent
without delay. This division classifies the in formation brought
in, and prepares the necessary field maps.

When the enemy adepts  guerilla warfare, the search
for information acquires special importance. In this case an
efficient secret service is organized as soon as practicable.

The employment of spies, and the examination of pris-
oners, deserters, and inhabitants must not be neglected.

In hostile territory 5 influential persons, especially those
supposed .to be active in the enemy’s cause, may be seized
and‘ their persons and houses searched. Letter6  and news-
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papers in postoffices, and files in telegraph .offices  are care-
fully examined and anything of importance sent to higher
authority. Matter not of importance is replaced if time per-
mits; if not, the whole is sent to headquarters. Local maps
of recent date may be of great value..

When reliable information of the enemy can not be ob-
tained, it is assumed that, he ‘will act with good judgment.

4. Information received by any personin  the military
service, alnd the action taken thereon; must be promptly re-
ported ti the proper military service..

5. IJnless instructions have been given to spread false
information, all person s connected with the military ‘service
are forbidden to discuss the military situation, plans, move-’
“merits, etc., with, or in the presence of, civilians of any age,
sex or nationality.

6. &Iilitary information is given to newspaper corres-
pondents, etc., only by oEicers  designated by the supreme
commander.

RECONNAISSANCE

7. Recomwissance  is the military term used. to designate
the work of troops or individuals when gathering information
in the field. It is primarily, especially when at a distance, a
function of the independent cavalry, or of troops and indi-
viduals (divisional cavalry or infantry) specially detailed; but

troops on the service of security (advance guards, etc.) con-
duct a Zirnited  reconnaissance  sufficient to insure the safety of
the command.

Byi  Independent Cavahy*
8. Reconnaissance to ,find the enemy is usually made by

cavalry, varyin,m in strength according to the situation, but
in large commands appearing, generally, as independent brig-
ades or divisions with horse artillery attached. On such duty
cavalry not only gathers information, but aalso  screens the
main command by keeping the enemy at adistance.

9. Independent cavalry on reconnoitering duty pushes
boldly out one or two marches in advance. Its jht’duty  is to
find the ene~lzy%  main body, and then to preserve contact, at the’
same time screening the command in rear,

To find the enemy’s  main body, it is generally necessary
h& cavalry! and for this purpose the commander
ent cavalry is defined as that cavalry which, operakng.
on of the supreme commander of an army or separate comi

mand, is detached on some special missiop, gener,ally  of reconnaissance.
I&s  command,gr,  within the scope of his instructions, acts on his own initia-
tive, apd is responsible to the supreme commander only.
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keeps the bulk of h.is for&es well in hand-ma,intains  a cenkral
mrtss-ready to strike the enemy’s cavalry w+hen‘ever  the latter
is endountered. From this central mass small detachments
are sent out; these det$ehments,  by means of scoutsand
small groups of men called patrols, gathe~r  information.*‘  .:’

When for any readon,  ‘such as the natyre’  of th.6 bountry,
activity of the enemy; etc., it is inadvisable to send out small
detachme,nts, larger ones are detailed to operate q along
parallel roads or in speciall,1’ designated se&i&s  of the coun:
try. These detachments  cover themselves with scouts or
pa,trofs and keep constantly in touc*h with the cent& mass.

The marehof the central mass depends upon the infdrma-
tion brought in; itmoves  uninterrupttidly,  or, from posit&&o:

posiiion, according - to circumstances.
As a ‘rule only general instructions are given to a com-

mander of independent cavalry. Pt is usually sufficient to
‘indicate the country to be reconnoitered, invite attention to
specially important loenlities, and point out the extent of the
daily advazcc. I-Ie is generathy  in telegraphic co.mmunication
with the supreme commander, and keeps him constantly in-
formed of the situation at the front. In tjhe  abt3ence  of tele-
graphic facilities, he reports  according to the circumstances,
sending his messages 113~  thbe divisional cavalry when practic-
able. 3

Commanders of indepen&ent  cavalry must solve the diffi-. ’
cult problems confront,ing  them without expecting aid from
other troops. The horse artillery in column  is usually near
the head of the ca.valry  rdain  body. In a mounted attack
against the enemy’s  cavalry; the command is so maneuvered,
if-p.ossible,  that on contact it will be screened from the ane-
my’s artillery fire by the enemy’s  csyalry itself.

The extent of front covered by a body of independent
cavalry, should be such that itIs chief can exercise daily con-
trol over all parts of his’ command. l?or  a brigade of tnhree
regiments the limit is assumed &s about ten miles.

On very wide fronts an army is generally covered by two
or more bodies of independent  cavalry; each is informed  of
the extent of ground it is to cover, and keeps in touch with
the neighboring cavalry.

By Divisional Cavalry
‘C;avalry  forming part of a division or attached to smaller

infantry, units, is ched  dhisional cavalry. It’ usually enters
into the composition of advance, flank, rear,,and outposti
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guards,.  and when so employed is known as advance guard,
fkmk  guard, Pear guard, alxd outpost cavalry, as the case may.J’
be, ad performs sdch recohnaissance  as the situation de-
?B.zbh&;

Wheh &r6 is independent cavalry in front, the divisional
cavalry maintains connection therewith; when not, it re-
connoiters far to the front and gains touch with the enemy if
possible, operating in a manner similar to that of indepen-
dent cavalry.

Tho its reczonnaissance  is more restridted  than that of the
independent cavalry, divisional cavalry goes more into deta&il
and gathers information as to the resources of the country,
roads, camping places, eto. As combat becomes imminent
and the independent cavalry is drawn off to a flank, the di-
visional cavalry must be especially active to guard against
surprise, gain information of the enemy’s movements, and
prevent incursions of his patrols. It takes advantage of
every opportunity otiered  by the situation, passing from
mounted to dismounted a&ion  and the reverse, papidly  and
without confusion,

By Infantry
11. IQ the absence of cavalry, reoonnaissance  at a dis-

tan6e  is made by infantry or scouts specially detailed for thatII
purpose.

If a $ommand  is Weak in cavalry, br the country is rough
and broken: it .may be advisable to use r&onnoiteringdetach-
ments composed of both itifahtry  and cavalry.

On the service of security, infantry makes such recon-
naissance as the situation demands.

Patrolling”
1% Reconnoitering Patrols, .--- The chief duty of recon-

noiter&g pdtrols  is to gather information. They habitually
seek safety in concealMent  or flight, fighting only when
absolutely necessary. The most skillful patrolling is where
patrols accomplish their mission and return without being
discovered by the enemy,

l-3. The commanding officer determines the number and
strength  of patrols, and Wzen they are to be sent out. It is a
&rAinal  principl6  to send out only such patrols as insure
effective reconnaissance. They are habitually small. Small

*The term patrol% is used to designate small detachments employed for
a variety of pur &es,  the name of the detachment ihdicating  ils duty, as:
visit;ing,  connec  ing, covering, exploring, reconnoitering, flanking, harass-P
ing, pursuing patrols, etc.



patrola  have great mobility, are easily concealed, a$ld do not
draw heavily on the fighting strength. In hostile farribory,
or when resistance is expected, stronger debachments  are re-
quired. These cover themselves with small patrols of two to
four men, the remainder acting as support.

The officer sending out a patrol verifies the detail, desig-
nates a second in command  and gives tT&e  necessary  imsh.&ions.
Horses of conspiciroue  color and those thaf neigh when alone
should not be seat.,. Precautions are taken to avoid the glitter
of weapons and equipments.

14. The orders or instructions for a pqtroi$ or for any de-
tachment going on. reconnaissance, must state clearly what;
information is desired, what features qre of special ipporh
tance,  the general ‘direction to be followed, and where mes-
sages are to be sent or the patrol is fo report, Important and
comprehensive instructions sl-~ould  be in writing, but precau-
tion against captur’e  of papers must be /taken,  An officer
sendinlg ouf a pat&l must be certain thaf  his orders are  unfler-
sto’od. Detajled instruc$ions  are, as a, rule, avgided,.  When
necessary the time@  of return is stated.

15. Patrol Leziders. -Skillful. patrolling  is the basis of
efficient reconnaissance. PatroJ  leadem ape selected with
care, officers being detailed fQr imporbant missions. Fatrol
leader8  should combine the qualities of good health, vi.gorous
physique, keen eyesight, presence  of mind,  aqd cohrage,
with good judgm&, military training and sxpe@ience.
They should be able  to read maps, make sketches, as4 send
clear and coqcise messages, OfKlcers  on sqch duty  bftgn find
fhemselves  in positions where the situation mqst be viewed
from the standpoint of a bigha?  commander, and should be
able to reason accordingly.

In special cage&’  officer8 of the General  Staff, or of ot$er 5
branches of the service, may be sent oat with patrols.

To study the Country  wifh  a view of obbining  information
fiir their own arm, artillery officers  or soouts  may acqoppany
patrols.

The men also are carefully selected, The  knack of
quickly finding  one’s way iq a strange country, a knowledge
of woodcraft, presence of mind and shrewdness, are desira-ss

. ble qualities.
The leader of a pa&l  should have a map, watch, field

glass, compass, tiessage bl+nks  and penoils.  When prachic-
able important patrols are provided with cavally buzzers.
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A camera may also be usefui,  as it enables a patrol leader to
send back photographs of important landmarks.

’ The leader of a patrol thoroly, inspects it before starting,
and satifies  himself t-hat every man and horse is in fit con-
dition. IIe then secures a guide (if necessary), locates himself
on themap,  gives the countersign, if any, to the men, and ex-
plains to them in detail his plans and the instructions from
higher authority. l

‘ 16. 6hnduct. - A s to. their conduct, patrols exercise the
greatest vigilance to prevent discovery. They travel with as

’little impedimenta as possible.
go normal formation  for a patrol is, or’ should be pre-

scribe’d; Under the leader’s guidance it moves so as to guard
against surprise, usually with point and flankers. , To extend
the sphere of its observation; still smaller patrols (one or two
men) may be sent out for short distances, communication
kith  the leader being maintained by signals or the cavalry
buzzer. Whatever the fownation  adopted, it should favor the
escape *of at least one ma32  in case of surprise.

In small patrols the commander generally leads. In this
Sormation  few signals are necessary, the men simply regulat-
ing their. movements by his.

Villages an.d inclosures involving 8 danger of surprise are
entered with precautionj  and for brief’ periods only. Halts
are made at points affording good view, and the country is
studied iu alldirections, landmarks to the rear being  impressed
011 the.n~inds of the rrell  so that i the way back can be readily
found; the leader consults his map* and locates himself:
thereon.  ’

When a patrol is scattered it reassembles at some place
preyio,usly selected; if checked in one direction it takes

,another;  if cut off, it returns by a detour or forces its way
thru. As a last resort Jt scatters, so that at least one man
may return  @th information. z

O&a,sionally  it is advisable for the leader to conceal his
patrol and conti-nue the reconnaissance, with one *or two com-
pani’ons; “In the case of cavalry the leader and men t,hus de-
tached should be well mounted. I

,Patrdls  far from their commands, or in contact with the
enemy, often remain out over night. In such cases they seek
a plWe  oE ~ol~eea@ent  unknown to the inhabitants: proceed-t ,
ing there$.,after nightfall or under’ cover. :

O$po&unities  for watering, feeding and rest must not be
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neglected. When necessary the leader provides for sub-
sistence by requisition or purchase.

In questioning civilians caution is observed not to disclose
information that may be of value to the enemy. Strangers
are not allowed to precede the patrol. Patrol leaders are
authorized to seize telegrams and mail matter, and to arrest
individuals, reporting the facts as soon as possible.

Returning patrols near their own lines, n1arc.h  at a walk, ,
unless pressed by the enemy.

17. Indic&+s of the Enemy.-Nothing  should escape
the observation of the patrol. The slighest indioation of the
enemy should be reported to the leader at once. On roads
and in abandoned camps, signs are often found which indi@ate
the number, character and condition of the enemy, and the
direction in which he is marching. Abandoned clothing or
equipage  may bear marks indicating organizations.

’ The number of &amp fires and the area over which they
are spread afford an estimate of the strength and position of
the enemy. An increase in the number or area of fires indi-
cates new arrivals. Much smoke at unusual hours indicates
m o v e m e n t .Such signs‘, however, are accepted with caution.

Tracks in the road indicate the number and kind of troops
and the direction of march. Broad trails parallel to the roads
or across country indicate a concentrated march.

A thick and low cloud of dust indicates infantry; a high
and thin cloud, cavalry;. a broken cloud, artillery or wagon
trains. The size of the command aud directiou  of march may
be roughly estimated by the dust, but the ef?ect of wind rYgllst
be considered.

The strength of a .body of troops may be estimated from
the length of time it takes to pass a given point. Assuming
that infantry in column of fours occupies half a yard per man,‘
cavalry I yard per C-cope& and artillery in single column 20
yards per gun or caisson, a given point would be passed in
one minute by about-

175 infantry
110  cavalry, at walk
200 cavalry, at trot
, 5 guns or caissons.

For troops in column of twos, take one half of the above
estimates. Allowance should be made for probable elonga- ’
tion.

18. As soon as it is
ered, a message is sent.

certa4n that the enemy has been discov- ’
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The exact location of the enemy-whether deployed,

marching or in camp-his strength, and the arms of service
are next ascertained and reported. It is often difficult to de-
cide whether the troops discovered are the main body or
merely the advance guard or outposts. The ruleis  to observe
the main body; therefore it may be necessary to obtain a view
from a position in rear of the covering troops. This is done
by going around or by breaking thru, returning over differ-
ent ground tb avoid ambuscade,

i9. Signals. -In addition to the usual sig;naZs  prescribed
in drill regulations, the following should be clearly under-
stdod by members of a patrol: ’T

Enemy in sight in small numbers, hold the rifle above
the head horizontally; enemy in force, same as preceding,
raising and lowering the rifle
downward motion of the hand.

several times; take cover, a

0 ther signals may
they must be familiar

be
to

avoided. Signals must be used
vey information to the ene my*

agreed upon before starting, but
the men; complicated signals, are

cautiously, so as not to con-

Rec&anaissan@ in, Force
20. When it is impossible tolocate  the enemy’s lines and

determine his strength in. any other way, recourse is had to
reconnaissance in force as a prelude to a general attack. It
is made only by order of the c&ximander-in-chief.

The operation is conducted in the same general manner
as a regular attack. Various portions of the line are threat-,
ened or actually attacked, and an ‘effort is made to capture
prisoners. Staff officers endeavor to locate the enemy’s
trenches, ascertain his strength, etc.

Reconnaissance by Balloon ‘or Flying Machine
21. Balloons are classed as free, dirigible and captive.

Free balloons  convey information from besieged places, re-
turn messages being sent by carrier pigeons or otherwise.
Their uncertainty of movement renders such balloons of little
use in reconnaissance.

The dirigible balloon or flying machine is used as the
comtiander directs.

Captive balloons used in reconnaissance should be small
and seldom more advanced than the reserve of the advance
guard or outpost.. They should not disclose the position of
troops and thereby subject them to the enemy’s artillery fire.
To a command in position, captive balloons near the flanks
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’ are of great value, as they furnish a means for quickly dis-
coveringiflanking  attempts of the enemy.

Communication with a captive balloon is generally by
wire. Signals might be observed by the enemy. The obser-
ver should be a well informed officer.

MESSAGES,. REPORTS, FIELD MAPS, AND WAR-DIARIES

22. A message is a communication sent from one person
to another. . In the field the ’ term is generally applied to
written in%ormation  sent by messenger or wire. Such me80
sages are brief and clear, resembling telegrams. *The  source
of the information contained in messages is always given, the
writer carefully separating what he has actually seen himself
from that received second-hand. Most of the rules adopted
to secure clearness in orders apply equally to messages.

23. A rqmrt is. a more or ,less  formal account of some
enterprise, undertaking orievent,  such as a march, reconnais-
sance, battle, etc. This term is sometimes incorrectly used
for 9uessage77. A reportis  usually drawn up at comparative
leisure, is often the supplement and expansion of short mes-
sages, and thus possesses the value of greater detail.

24. In the field the maps available for general use are,
those of the Geological Survey, prepared on the scale of
1:62500,  with twenty-foot contours. These maps are supple-
mented by field maps or sketches prepared from! day to day.
For facility in reading, military maps are made, when prac-
ticable,  according to a u$iform  system of scales and contour
intervals, as follows: 3 inches-l mile, V. I. 20 feet; 6 inches-l ’
mile, V. I. 1,O feet; 12 inches-l mile, V. I. 5 feet..

As a rule, road sketches are made on a scale of 3 inches
to I mile. V. I. 20 feet; position and outpost sketches, 6 inches
to l’mile, V. I. 10 feet. The I.-inch map is used for the war
iarne  or for the discussion of operatiobns  at maneumers,  and in
siege operations.

A.s sketches must bd made rapidly, often on horse-back,
unnecessary conventional signs are omitted. Sketches are
us&u1  to supplement messages, and to elucidate reports of
campaigns and battles.

25. A war-diary is a record of events kept at every mili-
ta.ry headquarters in the field. Entries are *made as soon as
possible after the occurrence of the events, and should form a
concise history of the military operations. Copies of the
commander’s orders and of the reports. of his subordinates
are incorporated or added as appendices.
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TRANSMISSION OF JNFORMATION

26. Information is transmitted as follows:
I. By wire (telegraph, buzzer, telephone)
2. By visual signaling, (flag,  helio, night lamp)
3. By wireless telegraph
4. By messenger (foot, mounted, cycle, motor car)-

27. Information over considerable distances is usually
transmitted by wire or wireless. telegraph. For short dis-
tances,* and when other means are not available, information
is carried by messenger. When messages are sent by wire
or wireless telegraph they are always handed the operator
in writing. The telephone is not so accurate as the telegraph
and when used the parties concerned do the talking if prac-
ticable. ,411 available means are utilized to facilitate the trans-
mission of information, a.nd  it is the duty of all officers to as-.
sist in the transmission of orders and messages.

28. In certain situations it may be advisable* to send in-
formation not only to the proper superior, but to neighboring
troops as well. W‘hen copies of messages are so sent the fact
is noted upon each.

29. Messages carried,by  messenger are usually inclosed
in envelopes properly addressed. The envelope when not
marked %onfidential77  is left unsealed so that commanders
alo@  the line of march may read the contents. Upon the en-
velope is written the name of the messenger, his time of de-
parture and rate of speed. The 1atte.r  is indicated as follows:
ordinary, rapid, 01’  urgent. Ordinary means about five miles
an hour for a mounted man; rapid, about seven or eight miles
an hour; and urgent, the highest speed consistent with cer-
tainty of arrival at destination. The recipient notes the time
of receipt upon the envelope and returns the latter to bearer.

30. When there is danger of falling intti the hands of the
enemy, messages are sent in cipher.

31. The difficulty df transmitting information by mes-
senger increases with the distance. At night, and when the
roads are bad‘, th’e service is slower; when the inhabitants are
hostile or the enemy’s detachments active, it is less reliable.

I*mpo&apt inform&ion is sent by two or more messengers,
depending.upon  the dangers of the road. A single messenger
is not so confident, and something may happe’n  to hi-m or to
his horse. It may also beg advisable to send duplicate mes-

-Y: For instance, at urgent speed and for distances up to about h2f  a mile,
a mounted messenger can deliver a message of IO  words in less time than
tihe  same c&n  be delivered by wire.
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sages bg different routes. Messengers are informed before
starting of the purport of the message, and where they are to
report after it is delivered. A messenger need not alter his
pace when passing superiors.

32. When the usual means of communication cannot be
established or fail to work, relay lines of mounted men may
become necessary. When such lines are established connect-
ing posts are generally placed on the roads at well marked
points, such as cross-roads, bridges, etc. The distalnce be-
tween posts depends upon the rapidity of transmission de-
sired, the number of men available, and t,he location of suit-
able stations. The usual distance is from five to ten miles.
The stlrength of such posts varies from six men and a non-
commissioned officer to half a troop. A record is kept at each
post, of all communications received’ and transmitted.

33. The following messa,ge  blank is prescribed for the trans-
mission of messages in the field:

U, S. ARM’/  FIELD MESSAGE
N o .  \SentByjlilrir~RecYd.  byiTime1  C h e c k

[Th ese spnc  es for Signal Op erator s only]

C o m m u n i c a t e d  b y

Buzzer, Phone, Telegraph, E'rom
[Name of sending det8a,chment]

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wireless, Lantern, HIdlO,
Flag, Cyclist, Foot Messen=
ger, Mounted Messenger.

At [Location of sending detachment]
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Underscore means used) Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No . . . . . . . . . .

To. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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The heading “From” is filled in with the nccme  of the detachment send-
ing the information; as “Officer’s Patrol, 7th Cav.” Messages sent on the
same day from the same source to the same person are numbered consecu-
tively. The addqess  is written briefly; thus, “Commanding Officer, Out-
post, 1st. Brigade.” In the signature the writer’s surnakne  only and rank
are given.

This blank is 3 and3-4 by 8 inches, including the margin on the left for
binding. The back is ruled in squares  and provided with scales for use in
makirig  simple sketches: explanatory of the message. It is issued by the
Signal Corps in blocks of 40 with duplicating sheets. The regulation en-
velope is 3 by 6 and I-4 inches<  and is printed as follows:

U. S .  ARMY FIELD MESSAGE

TO.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(For Signal operators only)

When sent.___.___._______________________________------------------------------------.-.-..--.-.-.-------~----.----------.

Rate  of speed  .________  _. _.._____________________________________-------------------------------------------.

Nanlo  of messenger  ._______________________________________------------------------------------------------------.

When kfi by’whom  r&d  ._______________________________________----  * _____________ ________ _____ ___ ____ _ ________

T&S  ENVELOPE .WILL  BE RETURNED TO BEARER



ARTICLE III

ORDERS
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

I. A military order is the expression of the will of a chief
conveyed to subordinates. However informally expressed,
military orders must be cheerfully and promptly obeyed,

The art of giving proper instructions and orders to trqops
‘is one of the most important features in the exercise of com-
mand.

2: Orders are classified as routine orders  and fiekZ  orders.
Routine orders are those used in the ordinary administra-

tion of military affairs, and are called general orders, special
ordem, circulam, and orders, according to circumstances.

Field orders are those dealing with tactical and strategical
oyerations4.ncident  to a state of war.
5 The originals of field orders are carefuljy  preserved.

3. At the beginning of operations, and from time to time
thereafter, the plans of the supreme authority are communi-.
cated in the form of letters of instruction. These regulate
move.ments  over large areas and for cons@ierable  periods of
time.

When it becomes necessary to prescribe tactical or strat-
egical operations, field orders are issued. For example :
orders for a march or for the formationof a camp or bivouac;
orders for advance guards, rear guards, outposts, etc.

4. Field orders do not, ordinarily, include administra-
tive details. Such matters are usually better covered by
verbal instructions or routine orders, Cirqumstances  may
arise, however, especially in small commands, where it would
be advantageous to include in field orders instructions re-
lating to rations, ammunition, forage, etc.

5. Field orders are issued verbally, by dictation, or in writ-
ing. When commands are scattered or are as large as a divi-
sion, written: orders are the rule; they are addressed to the sub-
ordinates charged with their execution. Commanders of the
smaller units usually issue verbal or dictated orders, the sub-
ordinate commanders or their adjutants being assembled at
stated hours or pursuant to special call. When not communi-
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cated- by the commander in person, verbal orders are carried
by staff officers or messengers.

6. As there is always a possibility of controversy as to
their wording, verbal orders are sent by messengers in ca,ses  of
necessity only, and when so sent rarely contain more than one
definite mandate. For example: ‘(The  regiment will halt
three hours at Ta 7j More latitude is allowed in sending
verbal orders by officers.

The bearer of a verbal order or message is required to re-
peat it before starting.

7. To give subordinate commanders an opportunity to
study the situation, field orders should reach them in ample
time. As a rule, however, it is desirable to keep con-
templated movements secret as long as possible! and to confine
knowledge thereof to chiefs of staff departments and com-
manders of the larger units:

In large commands it requires some time for formal orders
to reach all the lower units; this may be roughly estimated
at one hour for a‘brigade, and one hour and a half for a division.
The hour stated in the heading of an order is the hour of
s i g n a t u r e .

COMPOSITION OF FIELD ORDERS

8. To frame a suitable field order the commander must
(1) estimate the situation, (2) decide upon a desnite  plan of ac-
tion, and (3) actually draft or word the orders which will carry
his plan of action into effect.

An estimate of the situation involves a careful considera-
tion, from the commander% view point, of allthe  circumstances
affecting the particular problem.” In making this estimate he
considers (a) his mission as set f0rt.h  in the orders or instruc-
tions under which he is acting, (b) all available information
of the enemy’s military situation (strength, position, probable
intentions, etc.) and (c) conditions affecting his own command
(strength, position, supporting troops, terrain, etc.).

The commander%pZan  of action will be to advance, attack,
retreat, take up a defensive position, or a position in readiness,
etc., and the order is issued accordingIy.

Jn framing orders the integrity of tactical units is pre-
served whenever possible. ,

9. Field orders must be clear and deLfinite. Expressions de-
pending upon the view point of the observer, such as right,
left, inyront of, behind, on this side, beyond, etc., are avoided,
reference being made to points of the compass instead. The
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terms right and left, however, may be applied to individuals or
bodies of men, or to the banks of a stream; in the latter case
the observer is supposed to be facing down stream. The
terms right flank and Left flank are fixed designations. They
apply primarily to the right and left of a command when fac-
ing the enemy and do not change when the command is re-
treating. The head of a column is its leading element, no
matter in what direction the column is facing; the other ex’-
tremity is the tail.

To minimize the possibility of error, geographical names
are written or printed in ROMAN CAPITALS; when the
spelling does not conform to the pronunciation, the latter is
shown phonetically in parenthesis, thus: BICESTER (Bister),
GILA (H&la),

When two or more places or features on the map have
the same name they are distinguished by reference to other
points.

A road is designated by connecting two or more names or
places on the road with dashes, thus: LEAVENWORTH-
LOWEMONT-ATCHISONrOad.

As a rule, a positive form of expression is used. Such an
order as, “The baggage train will not accompany the com-
mand,” is defective because the gist of the order depends up-
on the single word’%ot?

Written orders should be so distinct as to be legible even
in bad light.

IO. Field orders are brief; short satences  are easily un-
derstood; conjectures, expectations, reasons for measures
adopted and detailed instructions for a variety of possible
events, do not inspire confidence, and should be avoided.

Il. The commander should accept the entire responsi-
bility. In framing field orders such expressions as “attempt
to capture, 77 “try to hold, I7 “as far as possible,“? “as well as
youcan,7Y  etc., are forbidden. They tend to divide responsibility
between the comrriander  and his subordinates.

12. An order should not trespass upo,n  the province of a
subordinate. It should contain everything beyond the inde-
pendent authority of the subordinate, but nothing more.

- 13. When the transmission of orders involves a consider-
able period of time, during which the situation may change, de-
tailed instructions are avoided. The same rule holds when
orders may have to be carried out under unforeseen circum-
stances. In such cases letters of guidance are preferable;
they lay stress upon the object to be attained, and leave
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open the means to be employed. Orders attempting to ar-
range matters too far in advance may have to be recalled*%nd
others substituted ; such changes impose needless hardships
upon a commatid  and injure its morale.

14. Details of time and place are carefully stated. Su-
bordinate commanders and staff officers regulate their watches
by t,he time kept at headquarters.

15. Orders issued by subordinates should not be mere
repetitions of those from higher authority’ with additions of
their own. New orders are generally clearer and more satis-
factory.

16. Arrangements for a possible retreat are communicated
confidentially to a few senior commanders only.

FORM OF FIELD ORDERS

17, To enable the will of the commander to be quickly
understood, and bto  secure prompt co6peration among his
subordinates, field orders are required to follow a general
form. This form divides an order into sections or parts, and
assigns to eaoh a particular class of information.

The parts of a field order are:

The heading
The distribution of troops (in certain orders)
The body
The ending

The Heading
The heading contains the title or name of the issuing offi-

cer’s command, the place, date (usually the hour) of issue,
and the number of the order. ’

The Distribution of Troops
The distribution of troops shows the tactical components

inbo whish a command’ is divided (advance guard, main
body, etc.) and the troops assigned to each. It is generally
used in march orders and i.n the first field. order applying to
a command ne wly created or organized. In other cases it is
usually more convenient to name the troops in the body of
the order, where their duties are prescribed.

When a “distributiorP is used it is headed TROOPS, and in
written or printed orders is placed on the left of the body,
occupying about one-third of the page. The tactical com-
ponents are marked with lettered sub-heads), (a), (b), etc., the
troops listed under each performing the task prescribed in
the, similarly marked paragraph of the body of the order._f
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When orders are dictated or sent by wire or signals, the
distribution of troops (if used) is given immediately after the
heading.

The Body
The body cont)ains  information and instructions for the

lnlmand, and is arranged in numbered para graphs as follows :
Paragraph I contains such information of the enemy and

co

of our suppor
&6uld know.

lting troops as it is desirable that subordinaNtes

Pamgraph 2 contains the general plan of the commander,
or so much thereof as will insure coijperation  of all parts of
the command.

Paragraph 3 contains the dehailed  tacticcr,Z dispositions
adopted by the commander to carry out the plan outlined in
paragraph 2,’ including the tasks assigned to each of the slev-
era1  combatant fractions of the command. These tasks are
given under lettered sub -heads (a>, (W, et5 the lead ing frac -
tion, or the one having the mo st important duty to perform,
being gen.erally  considered first, For instance: i ii an attack
order it is customary to con sider the a&illery  first; in a march
order troops are considered according to their position in the
column.

Instructions applicable to all of these fractions may be
embodied in a sub-paragraph, lettered (x), at the end of
payagvapl2 3.

Paragyapib 4 contains instructions for the sanitary troops
(field hospitals) and trains.

or
Pamgraph  5 shows W*here  the corn mander can be found

messages may be senk, and the name of the secon d in com-
mand when not well kno wn. In orders of subordin af;e com-
manders  this paragraph also gives the location of ‘(lines  of
inf ormation77, if any have been established.

If additional paragraphs are necessary,  they are incor-
porated, properly numbered, after pamgraph  3. Sometimes
it is unnecesqary to include ins tr u&ions usually  contained in
paragrapl2  4; butwhatever the number of paragraphs the
last always shows where the commander can be found, etc.

In active operations, especially during engagements,
numerous orders are issued-either verbally or in the form of
notes, brief dispatches, messages, orders for assembly, etc.-
which do not contain all the requirements of a formal written
or pri,nted field order; bu,t whenever detailed instructions for
opwations  are given, whether verbally, in writing, or other-



wise, the sequ.ence prescribed for the
order must be preserved.

body of a formal; field

The Ending

The ending contains the authentication of the order and a
statement of how it is communicated to the command.

19. Titles are expressed as follows:
Det. 1st Div.
Outpost, 1st Battalion, 6th Infantry.
Advance Guard, 1st Sq., 5th Cavalry.
1st Brigade, 1st Division.

In the above titles, “Det.  1st Div.” means that the,com-
mand is composed of troops from the 1st Division; “AdvaXnce
Guard, 1st Squadron, 5th Cavalry??,  means that the command
is the advance guard of the 1st Squadron, 5th Cavalry, etc.

The title may appear in the order creating a command,
thus : “The 1st Battalion will constitute the advance g,uai-d’7;
or it may be evolved from the nature of the operations, thus:
(‘China  Relief Expedition” ; 4LArnly  of Cuban Pacification77.

The title with place, date, and number thus fully identifies
an order.

20. Whether named in the title or elsewhere in the order,
tactical organizations are designated as follows, the ab-
breviated forms being preferred :

Complete organizations :
Co. A, 1st Inf.
Cos. A & B, 1st Inf.
1st Bn. 2d Inf.
3d Infantry.
Btry. A, 1st F. A.
Tr. B, 1st Cav.
2d Sq. 5th Cav.
Co. E, Engrs.
Co. A, Sig. Corps.
1st F. Hosp.

Fractional organizations :
Co. A, 1st Inf. (less I plat.).
I plat. Co. A, 1st Inf.; 1st Plat. Co. A, 1st Inf.
18th Inf. (less 6 cos.); or Hq. & 6 cos. 18th Inf?.
3d Brigade (less 2 regs. )
1st Plat. Btry. F, 6th F. A.
5th Sec. Btry. B, 3d F. A.
1 squad, Tr. ‘2, 3d Cav.; 1st Squad, Tr. B, 3d Gav.
Tr. H, 8th Cak (less 3 plats.).



-19-

I sec. Co. B, Engrs.
2 squads, Co. A, Sig. Corps.
Amb. Sec. 1st F. Hosp; Hosp. Sec. 1st F. Hosp.
Det. Amb. Sec. 2d F. Hosp.

21. When a fraction of an organization cannot be”desig-
nabed  by naming one or more of the subdivisions, it receives
the generic title of L6detachment?

22. A detachment is a body of troops separated from a
higher command.and  intrusted with a special mission.

Nearly every command of any size is composed of
troops ‘from the different arms or special services, or both,
and &hen  not constituting a division, brigade, or other
authorized unit, the, question arises whether to call such
a co.mmand  a ‘Ldetachnlent77  or to give it the tactical de-
signation of the predominating arm or special service; if’
there is a predominating element, (usually the case) the
title of the command is that of ‘the predominating ele-
ment, unless the proportion of the auxiliary arm or special
service equals or exceeds that prescribed for a division,
in which case the command is a detach ment. For ex-
ample: a command consisting of 1 regiment of infantry and I
squadron is a detachment, while the title of a ‘corn mand con-
siMing  of 1 regiment of infantry and a troop is that of the
regiment. I

23. Dates in the
2-46 P.M.

beading a?e abbreviated thus: 4 Feb. 08,

No abbreviations are used in the body of the order ex-
cepk A.M. and P.M. for morning and afternoon, the authorized
abbreviations for tactical organizations, and those customary
in designating rank. In naming a night both days should be+
mentioned thus: night 4/6 Feb. 08. To designate 6‘noon79
and 6Lmidnight7P  these words are written.

24.. Before orders are issued they are carefully tested to
sed that the entire command is accounted for.+

* Fbr forms of orders see Appendix.



APPENDIX
While t.he  following forms are given for the conve$ence  of offic&s in

the field and with a view of securing uniformity in the service, it must be re-
membered that no two military situations are the same. The sequence in
paragraph 3 is not obligatory, the commander arranging the details accord-
ing to his best judgment.

\MODELS .
For an -Advance

Field Orders
No. 3. 3

Troops

(a) Independent Caval-
I rJ;:

I
Major A.

1st Sq. 5th Cav. (less
.I plat. )

(b) Advance Gualrd  :
Major B.

1st Bn.  6th Inf.
I pla#t.  1st Sq. 5th Cav.
1 plat. Co. A, Engrs.

(c) Main Body-in or-
d e r  o f  m a r c h :

6th Inf. (less 1st and
3d Bns.)’ -

Btry. A, 1st F. A.
3d Bn. 6th Inf. (less I

squad)
Det;  Amb.  Sec. 1st F.

Hosp.
(d) Signal Troops : *

Lieut. D.
1 plat. Co. A.

Det. 1st Div. 1st Army,

Easton,  Kansas,

19’Sept.  07, 8-15 P.M.

I. The  enemy’s cavalry patrols
have been seen east of the MIS-
soum river. His infantry and ar-
tillery are. reported one day’s march
east of FORT LEAVENWORTH.

Our division ia at WINCHESTER,
8 miles west of EASTON.

2. This detachment will march
tOmOrrOW  t0 FORT LEAVENWORTH
to secu're the MISSOURI river bridge.

3. (a) The independefit  cavalry
will start at .5-30  A.M., covering the
movement. It Will seize the bridge
and reconnoiter east of the river.

(b) The advance guard will
clear the eastern exit of EA~TON
at 6 A.M., marching by the EAS-
TON-P- 174 - - F R E N C H M A N - F O R T
L E A V E N W O R T H road.

(c) The main body will  follow
the advance gua,rd  at about 800 .
yards.

(d) The signal troops will es-
tablish and maiptain a line of infor-
mation along the line’of march be-
tween the independent cavaky and
EASTON, one of the stations being
at FRENCHMAN.

4. T~he  baggage train, escorted by one squad, 3d Bn.
6th Inf., will follow the main body a.s far as FRENCHMAN.

5. The detachment -commander will .be with the main
body until  7 A.M., and thereafter with the advance guard.

’ 2d in command, Lt. Col. C.
By order of Col. F:

- -
Capt. & Adjt.  6th Inf.

Adjutant.
Copies to Majors A an! B, commanders of arty. and engrs.,

and to staff; to division commander by wire.
1 This form indicates the place of the headquarters or station of the

F?;nmander...*-
21. .



For Advance Guards
Advance Guaxd,  Det. 1st Div;,

Field Orders1
No. I.

Leavenworth, Kansas,
10 Aug. 08, 5-30 A.M.

Troops

(a) Advance Cavalry :
Captain B.

!h. A, 1st Cav. (less
1 sqtiad).

I. A Red force of all arms is re-
ported to have camped near AT-
CHISON last night, Its cavalry
patrols were seen near KICKGWOO
yesterda.y.

(b) Suppok:
Major C.

Our main body will follow the ad-
vance guard at about one half .mile.

2. This advance guard will march
OnKICKAPOO.

1st Bn. 1st Inf.
I squad, Tr. A, 1st

Cav. 2
Det. Co. A, Engrs.

(c) R.eserve  - in order
of march :

1st Inf. (less 1st & 3d
Bns.)

Btry. B, 5th F.A.
3d Bn. 1st Inf..
Det. 1st F. Hosp.

3. (a) The advance cavalry will
leave camp at once and march via
ATCHISONCROSStoKICKAPOO,RHEB'
IDAN% DRIVE and the country west
of the line of march for at least
three miles being carefully ob -
served.

(b) Ths support will start at
5-45 A.M., marching by the ATCHI-
SON CROSS - FRENCHMAN-KICKA-
POO road.

(c) The reserve will follow t;‘he
support at about 800 yards.

4. The baggaSge  train will as-
semble near 70 at 7 A.M., under Captain X., Quartermaster, 1st
Inf., and join the baggage train of the rnam  body’as that train
passes.

5. I shall be at the head of the reserve.
Y

Colonel,
Commanding.

Verbally to assembled troop, batta#lion,  and battery com-
manders, and staff; copy to det. commar,der  by Lt,.  N. -__I

1. This order is issued pursuant to a previous “march order,” and as-
sumes that the troops designated for the advance guard have been notified
tihen and  where to assemble.

2. If this duty can be performed by mounted infantry scouts or mes-
sengers, cavalry is not detailed.

2 2



GENERAL FORMS

For an Advance

Field Orders
N&L-.

‘Troops

(a) Iadependent  C a v -
ahy :
‘[CJoxnmander]

;[Troops]

(lo) Advance Guard:
CC?ommander]

,[Troops]

(c) Maian  Body-in order
of march:
[CYommander]l

LTroope]

(d) Ri>ght  [left] Flank
Guard :
[Commander]

[Troops]

(e) Signal  Troops :
[Commander]

[Troops]

[ T i t l e ]
[Place]

[Date and hour]

I. I Information of enemv  and of
our &upporting  troops] ”
2. rP.lan of commander]
3. (a) [Instructions for indepen-

dent cavalry-place  and time of de-
parture, roads or country to be cov-
ered, special mission]

(b) [Instructions for advance
guard-place and time of departure,
or distance at which it is to precede
the main body, route, special mis-
sion .]

(c) [Instructions for main
body-distance at which it is to fol-
low the adva,nce  guard, or place
and time of departure]

(d) [Instructions for ‘fl a r~ k
guard-pla.ce  and time of departure,
route, special mission.]

(e) [Instructions for signal
troops-lines of information to be
est,ablished,  special mission]

(x) [Ins’tructions  for outpdst-
when relieved, stibsequent  duties-
generally to join column]
4. [Instructions for bagga$ge  train

-escort, distance in rear of column
or destination when different from
that of main body]

[Instructions for sanitary
troops, ammunition, s u p pl y a n d
pack trains, when necessary]

5. [Place of co,mmand&r or where messages may be sent,
2d in command]

By command of Ma!jor  Gen.-
--

Chief of Ekaff.
+ [How +nd to whom issued]

1 If a commander is designated for the main body, his na’me  is in-
,serted  here.
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For Advance Guards
Field Orders

N o . - .  .

Troops

(b) Support:
[Commander]

’ [Troops] /

(c) Reserve-in order
of march: %

[Troops] .

(A) Right (left) Flank
G u a r d :

[Commander]
[Troops]

[Title]
[Place]

[Date and HOLI~]
I. [Information  of enemy and ‘of

our suppvrting troops]
2. [Plan of commander]
3. (a) [Instructions for advance

cavalry-place and time of depar-
ture, roads or country to b,e :cov-
ered, special mission] i

(b) [Instructions for support
-placeandtime  of departure, route,
special mission]

( c )  [Instructions  f o r  r eserve
-dista,nce  at which it is to follow
support]

(d) Instructions for flan b
guard-place and time of departure,
route, special1  mission]

4. [Instructions for baggagetrain
-generally t 0 join train of column]

5. [Place of commander or where
messages mny  be sent, location of
lines of information, 2d in scoff-
mand].
--

Coloue’l
Commandikg.

[How and to whom  issued]
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A Halt for the Night-Camp  with Outpost

Field Orders
No . - .

[Title]
[Place]

[Date and hour]
I. [Information of enemy and of our supporting troops,

including independent cavalry]
2, [Plan of commander-to encamp or bivouac]
3. (a) [Designation of commander and troops of outpost,

general  line to be held, special reconnaissance, connection
with other outposts, if any]

(b) [Instructions for troops not detailed for outpost
duty-location of camp, designation of camp commander,1
observation of flanks and rear when necessary, lines of in-
formation, conduct in case of attack]

(4%. [Instructions for baggage train - generally to join
troops, tho if near enemy baggage train of outpost troops I
may be held in rear]

[Instruction for sanitary troops, ammunition, supply and
pack trains, when necessary]

5. [Place of commander or where messages may be sent,
second in command] [Authentication]

[How  and to whom issued]
~ 1 Omitted when the chief exercises immediate command of the camp.
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outposts
Field Orders

No . - .

Troops

(a) Advance Cavalry :
[Commander]

[Troops]

(b) Support - l
No. I. [Commander]

[Troops]
No. 2. [Commander]

[Troops] I
No. 3. [Commander]

[Troops]

(c) Detached Post:
[Commander]

[Troops]

I.
[Date and hour]

[Information of enemy and of
our supporting troops]

2. [Plan of commanderito  estab-
lish outpost, approximate line of
resistance]

3. (a) [Instructions for advance.
cavalry-contact with enemy, roads
or country to’be specially watched,
special mission]

(bj [Instructions for sux>ports-
positions they are to occupy, and
sections of line of resistance which
they are to hold. intrenching, etc.]

(cj [Instructions for detached
post--positions to be occupied, du-
ties, amount of resistance] ,’

(d) [Instructions for resesve-
location, observation of flanks, con-
duct in case of attack, duties of
specialtroops]

4. [Instruction for baggage train
‘if it has accompanied the outpost]

5. [Place of commander or where
messages may be sent., location of
lines of information, 2d in command]

(d) Reserve :
[Commander]

[Troops]

[Title]
[Place]

[Authentication]
[How and to whom issued]
1 Numbered from the right.
It is sometimes necessary to issue two outpost orders; the

first as above, containing general instructions; the second, is-
sued after an inspection. of the line, and containing more defi-
nate information.



S&xnd  Outpost Order

[Title]
Field Orders [Place]

No.--. \ [Date and hour]
‘I. [Information of enemy and of our supporting troops,

or, “No change)‘]
2. [Plan of commander-to hold present position or make

changes]
3. (a) [Instruction .for advance cavalry-time of with-

drawal, where to encamp or bivouac, time of resuming day
position, special mission]

(b) [Instructions for supports-hour at which night dis-
positions are to be completed, special instruction for outguards,
connection with neighboring troops, time for resuming day’
positions, examining posts]

(c) [Instruction for reserve-degree of readiness for action,
hour of assembly under arms the following morning, special
measures]

4. [Place of commander, etc., or, “No change,“]
[Authqntication]  ’

[How and to whom issued]

Field Order
No . - .

For Positions in Readiness
[Title]

. [Place]
[Date and hour]

1. [Information of enemy and of our supporting troops]
2. [Plan of comma.nder-to  take up a position .in readi-.

ness at or near-]
3. (a) [Instructions for cavalry-to reconnoiter in direc-

, tion of enemy, special mission]
(b) [Instructions for artillery-position or place of

assembly]
(c) [Instructions for infantry-position or place of as-

. sembly, points to be especially held, reconnaissance]
(‘d) [Instructions for engineers-position or place of

assembly]

tion]
(e) [Instructions for signal troops-lines of informa-

4. [Instructions for baggage trains, sanitary troops, am-
munition, supply and pack trains-generally to halt at desig-
nated localities in rear! ready to move lln  any direction]

5. [Place of commander or where messages may be sent,
Zd in command]

L [Authentication]
[How and to whom issued] ’
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For Defensive Positions

Field Orders
[Title]

No . - .
[Place]

[Date and hour]
I. [Information of’ enemy and of our supportingtroops]
2. [Plan of commander-- to take up a defensiveposition

at or along-, for the purpose of-]
3. (a) [Instructions for artillery-position, target,  in-

trenching, etc.] . I .
(b) [Instructions for fighting line-division of front

into sections and assignment of troops thereto, intrenching
etc.]

(c) [Instructions for reserve-troops and position]
(d) [Instructions for cavalry-usually to cover with1

its main force the moie exposed flank, a detachment being
sent to patrol the other; reconnaissance]

(e) [Instructions for engineers-defensive work, clear-
,ing field of fire, preparation of obstacles, opening roads, etc.]

( f ) [Instructions for signal troops-to establish and.
miintain  lines of information]

4. [Instruction for baggage train-generally to. halt at a
designated place]

[Instructions for sanitary troops-location of fleld
hospitals, ambulance and dressing stations]

/

, [Instructions for ammunition train-generally. to, take
~ station at a convenient point in rear of the position]

b [Instructions for supply train-generally to halt some
distance in rear.‘ The pack train may be ordered up to. facili-
tate the ammunition supply]

5. [Place of commander or where messages may be.sent,
23 in command]

[Authentication]

[How  and to whom issued]
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For cm Attack

Field ‘Order
[Title]

[Place]
N O . - - . [Date and hour]

1. [Information of enemy and of our supporting troops]
8. [Plan of commander-indicating the general plan of

attaak, usually to envelop a flank]
3. (a) [Instructions for artillery-position, first target,

g6nexaZ.ly  hostile artillery]
(b) [Instructions for secondary atbck-commander,

troops,, dir\ection  and objective]
(cz) [Instl;uctions f o r

trkps,  direction and objective]
m a i n_ attack - commander,

(d) [Instructions for reserve - commander, troops,
position]

.(e> [Instructions for cavalry-generally to operate on
one or ‘both flanks, or to execute some special mis&on]

{fj [Instructions for engineers-any special mission]
(g) [Instructions for signal troops-to establish and

maintain lines of information between the commander and
the main and secondary attacks, a,rtillery,  yeserves,  etc.] ,

4. [&truc”tions  for bagga.ge  train-getierally  to halt at a
designsted  place]

[Instructions for sanitary troops-location of field hos-
pitals, ambulance and dressing stations when practicable]

[Instructions for ammunition train-generally to take
station at a convenient point in rear]

[Instsuctions  for supply train-generally to halt some
distance ih  rear. The pack train may be ordered up to facili-
tate the ammunition supply]

5. [Place of comm&nder or where messages may  be sent,
2d in eommand]

[Authentication]
[How arid to whom issued]
NOTE:- In war a complete attack order like the above, disposing of an

eritire command, is the exception rather than the rule. In  the  ordin-
$r-;y  egcgpnter’  orders are given as the situation develops.

29



For a’ Retreat

F i e l d  O r d e r s
No. - .

Troops

(a) Leading Troops :
[Commander]

[Troops]

(b) Main Body-it1  or-
der of march :

[Troop’s]
(c) . Rear Guard:

[Commander]
[Troops]

(d) Right (left) Flank
Gua1.d  :

.[Com mander]
[Troops].

(e) Signal Troops:
[Commander]

[Troops]

[Title]
[Place]

[Date and hour]
1.1 [Information of enemy and of

our supporting troops]
2. [Plan of commander---to retire

,in the direction of--]
3. (a) [Lnstructions  for leading

troops-place ,and time of depart-
ure, route, speciaL  mission]

(b )  [l[nstructions for main
body-place and time of departure,
route]

(c) [Instructions f o r  r ear
guard --distance from the main
body, or place and tinie of deyart-
ure, special nrissiou]

(d )  [Instruct.ions for flank
guard-place and time of departure,
special mission]

(e) [Instructions for I signal
troops-lines of information]

(x) ~Instructions  for outpost-
when relieved, subsequent duties-
usually forming the rear guard]

I 4 .  [Instructions  for b a g g a g e
train, sanitary troops, ammunition,
supply, and pack trains-place and
time of departurtl,  route, escort;
these trains are generslly  some,
distance ahead of. the column]

5. [Place of commander or where messages may be sent,
261 in command],

[How and to whom issued]
[Authentication]



For Rear Guards

Fieklzrd  er s
. -.

[Ti tie]
[Place]

[Date and hour]

Troops

(a) Reserve -in order
of march:

I

[Troops]

(b) Support:
[Commander]

[Troops)

(c) Right [left] Flank
Guard: I

[Commander]
[Troops]

(d) Rear Cavalry
[Commander]

[Troops]

I. [Information of enemy and of
our supporting troops]

2. [Plan of comma,nder-mission
of rear gua.rd.1

3. (a) [Instructions for reserve
-place and time of departure, or
approxima.te distance from main
body, reconnaissance]

(b) [Instructions for support
-place and time of departure or
distance from reserve, any special
reconnaissance]

(c) [Instructions f 0 r fla n k
guard-place and time of departure,
route, special mission] 0

(d) [Instructions for rear cav-
alry-place and time of departure,
road or country to be covered,
special mission]

4. [Instructions for baggage train when necessa*y-usu-
ally to join train of main body]

5. [Place of commander or where messages may be sent
location of lines of information, 2d in command]

[Authentication
~HOW and to whom issued]
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