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TEE MILITARY POLICE ACTIVITIES IN CCNNECTION WITH
THE EVACUATICN AND DETRNTION OF PRISCNERS OF WAR,
CIVILI.N INTERNEES, AND MILITAIY PERSCNMEL
RECCVEEED FRCM THE INIMY
CHAPTER 1
PRISCNERS OF YW.AR
SEOTaN 1

COLLECTT (N, EVACUATICN, DISTENTICN LND CARE

1., Planned Proc¢edurs.

a,” The proccdure for the mcllection and svacuation of prison-
ers of war is sect forth in Field Meauals 19-5, 29«5 and 100-10, as mod-
ified in the Buropean Thenter by Baropetn Theater of Operations Stand-
ing Opcrating Procedure Mumber 16, dated 21 June 1944, and later super-
soded by a sianding operating prbcedure dvted 3 December 1944, and 12th
Army Group Administrative Standihg Cperating Procedure dated 18 October
1944, These dotunents direct thnt cowpaniss escort their priscners of
war to battalion coclleeting poin{:s; battalions estort to regiments; regw
irents escort tc division colleeting points where military police take
chargej that the army evacuate fxom division collecting pointstdiounmmy
prisoner of war inclosuresl and tMat the comrmnicationszone evacuste
priscners of war from the army inslosurss to the central inclosures.
The planned precedure further provided that a corps, part of an aruy,
not being nermally a link in the chain of evacuation of prisoners,
should, however, norrnlly establish a collecting point to handle stray
prisoners of war captured ir the worps rear area or required for inter-
rogation purposes,

be The planned procedure contemplated that routes for the
evacuation ¢cf prisoners of war by companies and battalions should fol-
low the lines of evacuation of wcunded or the lines of natural drift.
In all aigher elements the routes shoula follow the supply line in or-
der fo use supply btranspertation, motor or rail, for the evacuation of
prigsoners of war. Accordingly collecting points and ineclosures should
be established along supply routes,

c. This procedure also provided that interrogation of prison-
ers should be carried on throughout the route of evacuation by the var-
ious comrnnd echelons only to the extent essential to the particular
com=nd, Corps, not normally = link in the chain of evacuation, should
keep interrogation tenms at divisicn collecting points, or cscort core
tain prisoners of war with corps military police to corps headgquarters
for interrogation purpeses.

d. All the arove piznned procedurs set forth in ficld nanuals
and other documents were followed whenever practicable in thae Buropean
Theater, There were, however, many variations which will be discussed
leter in this study. In the evacuation of priscners of war, experience
in the Iuropean Theater has verified that command responsibility for the
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accomplishment of this mission is sssential, In echelons having provost
nmershals the details of evacuatién rested with the provest marshal sec-
tions., Experience dictates the neceasity for clear and concise state-
ment of c¢cpmand responsibility for the evacuation from area to area and
for the handling of priscnera of war enroute. In the European Theater
this command responsibility was placed on division commanders from the
point of capture to inelude the division collecting points; on army
commanders from division collecting points to include army inclosures;
and on the commnieations zone commander from army inclosures to the
rear thereof.*4There were many instances when this responsibility wes
decentralized to subordinate elements, 20ften this decentralization was
caused by a lack of means provided for handling prisoners of war, thus
forcing the use of combat troops.™t

2. ZEvacuvation During the Operations,

a, Genperal, Every effort had to be made by each echelon of
command to relieve the next lower echelon of commend of its prisoners
of war with the least delay. The movement of prisoners of war to the
rear was closely associated with the movement of supplies to the front.
There was no transportation specifically provided in tables of organi-
zation and equipment for the movement of prisoners of war and transpor-
tation had to be diverted at times from its primary mission for this pure
pose, Operations in the Buropean Thester have proved that empty supply
vehicles and trains are the only transportation thet can be depended upon
to be aveilable deily over long pericds of operation, In order to use
supply transportation for evacuation of prisoners of war most effectively
i1 is necessary for collecting points and inclosures %o be established
alang the supply routes and in the vicinity of class 1, 3, or 5 dumps. 5

b, Division.

(1) Within the division and its ecnelons the method of
colleciing and evecuating priscners of war followed
that set forth in the planned procedure in many in-
stances; in many other instances there were wvaria-
tions. 1In general, companies did escort their pris-
oners of war to battalion collecting points, although
instances are reportcd in which the battalion collect-
ed prisoners of war from companies, using an impro-
vised escort squad. Battalions marched prisoners of
war to the regimental collecting peint or held them
until a truck load could be taken to regiment. Trucks
were furnished at times by regiments on call from bat-
talions, In many regiments an improvised military jo-
lice platoon was formed and the regiment sccepted the
responsibility of evacuating prisoners of war from but-
talion collecting pointsy® From regiment to division
the same varistions of methed and responsibility ex-
isted. Regiments did evacuate to division collecting
points, and divisions, using division military police,
did evacuate from regimertel collecting points. Other
variations from methods set forth in the planned pro-
cedure were the bypassing of 2 collecting point of the
next higher -echelon because another collecting point
was closer; and turning prisoners of war locse on a
main supply route and directing thenm to merech 4o the
Tear in hopes that the next higher echelon would pick
them up. This latter method wes deemed necessary by
some units in fast moving situstions when it vas not
desired %o lose personnel by sending them to the rear
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with priscners of war, The opinimn of all officers con-
sulted who have handled prisoners of war in the division
and lvwer echelons favers the procedure that companies
evacuate to bastalion, and $hat all echelons afgve the
battalion evacuate from the next lower echeloni™ It is
realized that there will be situstions in vhich this
procedure will be varied.

(2) Divisicns are prectically unanimous in the opinion
that a higher echelon should evacuate priscners of
war from division collecting points,™ A major reason
for this opinion is the loss of division military po-
lice personnel vhen they are requiredé to escort pris-
oners of war to army or corps inclosures, Hovever,
there %“&re occasions vhen necgessity forced divisions
to evacuate frcm the division colleeting points.
There were not alvays sufficient escort gusrd com-
panies vith armies to hundle all evacuation. At times
army inclosures were located sufficiently close to
division collecting points so as to make it economical
in personnel and transportation for civision bo evac-
uate prisconers of war from the division collecting
point to the army ineclosure. However, the principle
that army should evacuate from division ceollceting
points is sound and should be followed, except when
some local condition forces =nother solution.

(3) 8ick and wounded prisoners of war were evacuated
through normal medicel channels in the seme manner as
our own sick and wounded,

¢. Corps. Corps cstablished ccllecting points for prisoners of
%ar for the convenience of units in the corps area that captured pris-
oners of war and for interrogation purposes. Distances from division
collecting points to army dnclosures and the number of priscners of var
being captured at times_ caused ermies to decentralize svacuotion re-=
spensitrilities te c.o;rps;'@m such ceses armies of necessity furnished
the corps with the escort gusrd units. However, armies did in many in-
stances solve this problem by estvablishing army advance prisoner of war
irclosures in corps ereas in the vieinity of c¢less 1, 3, or 5 dumps, -
and retained the responsibility. In ofher instances, usually decause
of repid and akrupt changes in the srmy exis of advance, the great mum-
ber of prisoners of war being taken, and the lack of mezns with the
army, the evacuction of prisoners of wear from divisicn collecting poinis
to corps inclosures was decentralized to divisions ind corps were re-— .
sponsible for operation of the inclosures, Army evecuated from corps
inelosures in these cases. The unenimous opinion of officers consulted
is thet armies should evacuate prisoners of war from division collecting
points and corps inclosures. It wes further their opinion that corps
should maintein an essisting interest in the evacuation of prisoners of
war from division collecting points and thet corps should be contucted
by division whenever necessary to relieve eny congestion of prisoners of
war at the division level.

d., Armjes. Except a3 noted under divisions and corps in the
preceding paragraphs, armies did evacuate prisoners of war from division
collecting points znd corps inelosures and di:d uge returning supply
transportation for this purpose, FExperience in the Buropean Theater
shovis that detailed planning by the provost mzrshal, coordinated with
G-2, G-2, G-L, Surgeon, Signel, Quartermester, Engincer and staff sec-
tions concerned is necessary to properly distribute the means available,
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and if necessary augrent these peans from other troops, and to preperly
take advautage of available transportation, if prisoners of war are to
be cleared each 24 hours from corps inclosures and division colleeting
points, <

€. CommunicationsZone. The communicationgzone did evacuate
prisoners of war from army inclosures.d This was accomplished by decen-
tralization to the advance section ecmmunicationszone and to basezsec-
tions concerned, Returning supply transportation, motor and rail, was
utilized. Responsibility for movement of prisoners of war between base
sections rested with the base section in which the movement originated.

SECTION 2

ADMINISTRATICN OF PRISONMER QF WAR INCLOSURES
AI'D COLLECTING POIMTS

3« General.

a. The provost marshals of divisions, corps, armies and can=
municaticrazone sections were responsible for selection of sites and ad-
ministration of prisoner of war collecting points and inclosures in thedr
respective commands and the supervision of the actions of the military
police escordt gunrd personnel or other troops designated to accomplish:

(1) The reception and detention of prisoners of war.

(2) Operation of inclosure or collecting point in accord-
ance %ith the provisions of Field WManual 27-10, the
Rules of land Warfare.

(3) Barring and removal of all sightseers from the vie-
inity ot the inclcsure or collecting pointe.

(4) Preparation of priscners of war for evacuation,

(5) The use of prisoners of war, insofar as possible, for
inclosure and cecllecting point administration,

(6) Investigation of all deaths of priscners of war occur-
ring at the inclosure or collecting point, where pris-
onerswerc in United 3tates custedy, and the furnishing
of reports of death as required by higher headguartcra.

(7) Punishment in accordance with the provisions of Article
of Wor 10f. This disciplinary action was of the same
type imposed in our own army on our ovn soldiers,

4. Administration.

a, The selection of =ites was in general correct, and these
astablishmints were located aleng supply routes in the vicinity of class
1, 3 or 5 dumps. When collecting points or inclosures were not so lo-
cated, transportation for the evacuation of priscners of wer presented
A more serious problem, und at times forced the use of other than supply
vehicles. Other factors in the selection of sites were a sufficient
independent water suuply, good drainage, shelter, and in the case of army
inclosures, a site suitable for use by communications. zone. Although
this latter counsideration was not of first importance, it did favor more
rapid evacuation from the next established army inclosure, particularly
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when an equiteble divisien of distance of haul from division eollecting
points to the communications zone inclosure was made between army and
communications zone, In warm weather open fields were used for collect-
ing points and advanee amy inclosures. In cold weather these establish-
ments were located in tuildings. They were seeured by wire inclosures or
guards or both.

be Administratien at collecting points and inclosures was die«-
ret¢ted toward the accomplishment of rapid evacuation and the necessary
interrogation of prisoners of warZ'At thesc sstablishments priscners of
war were searched, segregated inte officer, enlisted men and female
groups; interrogated, screened, deloused, given medical care and issued
rations where practicable, A hesd count record was kept of the number
received and evacuated. Proper reports were render&d on those who died
while in these establishments. Whenever practicable collecting points
and inclosures of divisions, corps and ammies were cleared each twenty-
four hours,

¢. The number of army ineclosures established varied with sit-
uations, On relatively narrow fronts and advsneing on one axis, usually
cne inclosure scrved the purpcss. On wide fronts, in fast moving situa-
tions with changing directions of advance or advancing on more than one
axis, two or more inclosures were often necessary in order to relieve
front line elements of their prisoners of war promptly.

PROCESSING

5. a. Army. During the early stages of operations in the Ruropean
Theater shipping rosters were prepared on priscners of war leaving the
army inclosures because during this time prisoners of war leaving the
army inclosures were evacuated direct to the United Kingdem. Thé prop-
aration of these rosters was discontinued at amy inclosures when ad-
vance gection communications zone wag estsblished and communications
zone was given the responaibility for shipping prisoners of war from the
continent. Subsequently at aruy inolﬁ:ur“s there was no processing, but
only the accomplishment of noorpcgmv »outine Qdrinistrative items as
given in paragraph Ab above '"”#Wﬂ is coutrary to the provisions of par-
agraph 451 Field Manual 100-iC. Tus processing of priscners of war for-
ward of the communications weme reouires the preporation and transfer of
papers under unfavorahle circunevancss of batile resulting often in the

loss of such papers.

b. Communications Sure. Aftar communications zone was estab-
lished it did proccss vois s of wuJ This was acccomplished mainly
at central prisoner of war ﬂp"1ﬁwuras, however, thire were many cases in
which processing units hx 1o g0 tc hospitals, zriscner of war labor
camps, army installations and otner places in order to complete process-
ing. During the early stages of the operation processing did not keep
pace with the receipt of prisoners of wer. This was not a fault of the
aystem, but because of a lack of prisoner of war processing compunies.
Based on the principle of relieving armies of the responsibility of all
unnecessary administrative functicns, the policy of accamplishing com-
plete processing of prisopers of war in the communications zone is sound
and should be adhersd to in the future.




. Prisoner of War Information Bureau.,

The Prisoner of War Information Bursau, which is the per-
maneft of fice of record for prisoners of war in the Furopean Theater, is
a communications zone activity and should continue to ke so, With the
processing of prisoners of war taking place in the comrunications zone,
the Priscner of War Infeormation Ruréau is betier able to keep in close
touch with the installations that do the processing.

SECTION 4
COORDINATION WITH OTEER STAFF SECTIONS

7. Interested Sections.

a, Hardling of large numbers of prisoners of war is an impos-
aidle task unlcss it is closely coordinated =itk other interested staff
sections., Provoat marshals of all cchelons must ond did coordinate their
plans and operaticna with other staff gections and did centinually co-
coperate with them in order to accomplish the provost marshal mission.

b. The following are the major items for coordination and the
staff section concerned:l

Item Staff Section

Expected flow of prisoners of wWar « - « - - - G-2

Searching and interrcgation - - - = - - - - - G=2

Transportation foer evacuation - - - - - G-liy -Transportation Sec-
tien, Crdance, Quartermas-
ter.

Supplies (ratigmg,clothing,

blankets, ete) -~ = = = » - - - - - - G-l4, Quartermaster

Cowmnications = - ~ = = = = = =« « = = o Signal

Medical care and delousing - ~ - - - - - - Surgeon

Construction of inclosures and collecting

POIintS ~ = a m w s m m e e e e e e - - e o IEngineers

Tater supply - - = = = = = « = 4 = = - - -~ Ingincers

location of sites (near class 1, 3 and §

AUMPS) = = % = - = . we = - - - - - - G-li, Quartermastsr, Ord-
narce

Poligies and administration goverhing

prisoner of war 1labor + % ~=- -~ - - = - G-1, G=4., Surgcon, Ord~
nancec, Quartermaster and
any others authorized pri-
gsoncr of war labor.

SECTICN 5

MILITARY POLICE UNITS

8, Pmployment and Allncation.

a. Field Forces.

(1) The Military Police Escort Guard Company, Table of
Organization and Fouipment Number 19-47, dated 15
August 1944, was the military police unit used in
the Buropean Theater by both the field forces and the
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communications zone for the evacuation and guarding

of prisoncrs of war., Corrmunications zone also had

other military police units which will be discussed
later, tut this type of unit was the only one so en-
goged by thel fiesld feorees exceopt during the first

threc months of operation when two platoons of a mil-
itary police prisoner of war processing compary were
also utilized. Although military police escort guard
companies were initially planned for the field forces

in operation "Overlord", none were made available to
armies. All such companies vere assigned to the com-
minicaticns zone. Upon organizing the initial army

six military police escort gueord companies were trans-
ferred from communications zone to this army. Subse-
quently two of thesc six companies were transferred to
the next army formed. Two additional companics were
obtained at a later dete for assignment to the third
army organized for this operation. This number of mil~
itary police escort guard companies vas inadequate and
forced the use of many combat troops into the service

of evacuating prisoners of war.zv’Z[t was catimated during
cperations that each interior army nccded as an absolute
minimur: military police escort guard companies on the
basis of one per each corps in the army, plus once com~
pany to operate the army prigoncr of yar inelosure. 45
Duc to the shortage of these mmits in the BEuropean
Theater, it was possible to 86 equip only one army.Tt is
felt that if this same allocation could have been made
to all amics at the beginning of their operation the
handling of prisoners cf war would have presented fewar
difficulties, On this basis cach amy provest marshal
could-assiagn an oscort guard company to support ecach
corps or attach the company to a corps if cvacuation
was decentralized to eorps. Whon the army prisoncr of
war incloaure was siturted near the front, the escort
guard companies used in evacuation coperated out of the
army inclosurc and as the distance btetween the division
collceting points and the army inclosure increascd,
these companics were able to move up and bivouac at
corps inclosures, forward army inclosures, or diviasion
callocting points, as the situation dictated. In this
manner they were able to maintain closc contaoct and fae.
cilitate rapid cvocuation. By having these companics
under the direction of the army provost marshal, he was
able to attach them to his corps in accordancso with the
need. Yor instance, if onc of his corps was in a site
wation where it was taking ne prisoncrs of war, the
company that usunlly woriked ith it could then be as-
signed to assist the corps that was capturing the bulk
of the prisoners cf war. Iikewisc the corps provost
marshel could distribute the coupany among his divisions
in accordance with the need. Onc oscort guard campany
is sufficient to operutc an army prisoncr of war inclo-
sure, hut becausc it is ofton ncecssary for an army to
operate two or sometimos three prisoncr of war inclo-
sures, two cscort guard companics sheuld be provided for
this purpose. The operstion of ammics in wreak-throughs
and other fast moving situations involving long distances
and requiring more than one axis of advance proved thot
one cscort guird campary per corps wes inadequatc, and
that two such companies per corps should bo available to
armies in thosc situations.
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(2) Experience has shown that the mission of escorting and
guarding prisoners of war most economically can be ac-
compliched by independent companies., Flexibility and
mobility are essential and are best obtained in units
of company size., The escort guard company organized
under Teble of Organization and Pguipment No, 19-47,
dated 15 august 194k, should be equipped so that it can
administer and supply an army inclosure with a capacity of
from sight to ten thousand and sc that sections of this
company can be utilized to handle smaller inclosures or
collecting points, The fable of organization and equip~
ment of this company should be increased to include suf-
ficient truck transportation so that the company will be
completely mobile. Six 2% ton 6&xb cargo trucks in addi-
tion to the two presently aunthorized or a total of eight
will aeccomplish this, During operaticns this unit 1s re=
quired to move on short notice in order to open a new
installation. Dependency on other agencies for trans-
portation caused delay and resulfed in excess accumu-
lation of prisoners of war at division collecting
points. Then, .too, after an escort guard company has
moved to a new installation and distributed itself by
section to evacuate prisoners of war, the organic
transportation can be used to assist in the evacuation
of prisoners of war from division collecting points.

As stated earlier in this report, an army prisoner of
war inclosure should have its own independent water
supply. 1In order to accomplich this, an engineer water
purification plant of sufficient capacity to serve an
inclosure ¢f from eight to ten thousand should be pro-
vided in the table of organization and equipment. In
addition the following 1ist of equipment and supplies
are considered & minimum total of those items needed
by an escort guard company and which is necessary to
operate and maintain an army prisoner of war inclosure
of from eight t0 ten thousand capacity. 5

Bag, canvas, wvater sterilizing, complete

w/cover and hanger . . . . . . . s 4 s s 12
Can, water, five gallonsS. . « + & « o +» » « 50
Telephone.................3
Switchboard . . . . R &
Power unit, 3 KUA, ll_‘) volts lbeye o o 0 . 1
Pump, gasoline, 2%, 3 x 3}, type AB . . « « 1
Blankets, 70Ol, O. Qe « « 4 a + + s+ » » » 2200
Tents, Dyramidal. o+ » o « « « = o o o o « o b
Tents, small, %all . u = o ¢ ¢ « o o s « o« b
Lantern, gasOling + » o o o o + o o o s o a O
Iamp, carbide, floodnght TYDEe o o o o o & &

b, Commmications Zone.3

(1) The advance section communications zone in order to
carry out its responsibility of evacuating prisoners
of war from the army inclosures, should have sufficient
escort guard companies so that two companies can be
agsigned to evacuate from each army. During operations
in the FPuropean Theater the advance section ccmmunica-
tions zone maintained one and sometimes two of their
escort guard companiess with each army., One company
per army 725 sufficient during the first part of the
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(2

(3

(L)

operation but two per army had to bs used during most
of the cperation. These units were bivouaced ab or
near the army inecleosure in order tc be immediately
available for handling evacuation to the rear. This
proved tc be the rost efficient method for providing
guards when and where they were needed. The advance
section communications zone escort guard companies vere
shifted from time to time between the armies, dependent
upon which army was taking the most prisoners of war at
the time, This link-up between the armies and advance
section communications zone for evacuating prisoners of
war created an operating team without which expeditious
evacuation would have been impossible. Experience shows
that communications zone requires at least two nilitary
police escort guard companies to operate each standard
central inclosure.

‘The Prisoner of War Cverhead Detachment was the unit
assigned to administer and operate a prisoner of war
central inclosure. This unit, composed of 28 officers
and 169 enlisted wen, was set up on a Iurcpean Theatsr
of Cperations Table of Distribution and Allowance, dated
3 Cetober 194, designed to handle inclosures of 20,000
capacity. Ixperience ha® shown that this unit was ad-
equate to handle a static installation of this size.

It is believed that the varying requirements for per-
scnnel and equipment of these overhead detachments can
be better ret by organization under Table of Crganiza-
tion and Fguipment Mumber 1§9-~500, dated 25 September
194, rather than vy fixed strength tables of organiza-
tion and equipment. In addition, military police escort
guard detachments organized under Table «f (rganization
and Bquipment Numbter 19-500, dated 22 April 1944, were
utilized as boat guards for priscners of war being ship-
ped to the United States and were alsc used tc escort
and guard priscpers ¢f war during overland movements in
the comunicaticens zene when sutfficient escort guard

cor panies were not available.

Communiecations Zone sections utilized the military po-
lice priscner of war processing cowpanies, Table of
(rpganizaticn and Fquipment Number 19-237, dated 1L Aug-
ust 1944. These companies, which were composed primari-
ly of German speaking clerks and typists, handled +the
processing which included the documentation at the cen-~
tral prisoner of war inclosures, prisonzsr of war laber
camps, «nd hcspitals. Experience proved that priscner
of war processing ccmpanies should be available for as-
signment at the rate of one company per central prisconer
of wur inclosure.

It has been suggested that consideration be given to the
organizaticn of esccrt battalions each being corposed of
elements which could perferm all duties in conaection
with escorting, guardiun., processing, and administering
priscuers of war. IZXperience shows that these duties
vary within a particular area as well as between areas.
It is, therefore, helieved that separate units to per-
feorm the above duties, where required, are the more
feasible,

n



9., Conclusions. 19

a. That the procedure for the hendling end evacuation of pris-
oners of war as set ferth in Field Manuals 19-5, 29-5 and 100-10, as
modificd by Mirspean Theater of Opcrations Standing Cperating Procedure
Number 16, datcd  December 1944 and 12th Army Group Administrative
Standing Operating Procedure, dated 18 Oetober 1944, was followsd when~
over practicable, and that there were many variations fram this proce-
duro.

be That ccommand responsibility for the handling and evacuation
of prisoners of war should be clearly defined and that the commond reé-
sponsibility in a theater should be as follows:

(1) Dpivisiont¢ From the point of capture to include divi-
sion collecting points,

(2) Army; ¥From divisicn collecting points to include army
inelosures.

(3) Comrmunications Zons: From army inclesurcs to the rear
thereof.

¢, That the policy of ecvacuating prisoners of war by empty
aupply transportation was sound and should bs followed, but that there
were occasions when other transportation was required.

d. That prisoner of war collecting points mnd inclosures were
located at. or near class 1, 3 and 5 dumps in order to facilitate the use
of returning empty supply transportation, and that whenever collecting
points or inclosures were located other than at or near class 1, 3 or 5
dumps, transportation difficulties were encountered.

¢, That many regiments organized special platoons and used
them as one of their duties to evacuato prisoners of war from battalion
collecting points to regiment and then to division collecting points.

f, That the opinion of officors congulted is practically unane
imous to the effect that companios should evacuate prisoners of war to
battalions and that each echelon above the battalion should evacuate
from the next lower echelon, except in the case of the corps when it is
not a link in the system of cvacuation.

g« That corps did establish corps dinclosurcs for the con-
venience of units in the corps rcear area, nnd that corps did operate
inclosuros and were responsible for evacuation and handling of prison-
ers of war in many instaonccs as dirceted by armics, ond that corps
should maintain an interest at 21l times and should assist, where nee-
essary, fto insurc the clearancc of division collccting pointa.

h, That in cases armies varied from the planned procedure in
handling pfisoners of war by decentralizing their resperisibility to
corps and to divisions, mt that the planned procedure was in general
sound and that proper meuns should be availableo to armies for its cxe-
cution.

i. That communications zone followed in genoral the planned
procedure and that this procedure wag gener2lly sound.

je. That the provost marshals of all echelons in the ehain of
evacuation of prisoners of war werc respcnsible for the sclection of
sites for collecting points and inclosures and for the administration
of these establishments,

- 13 -



k. That administration of ecllecting points and inclosures
within the army was limited to facilitate rapid evacuation and accom-
plished only the following: searching, segrogation, intcrrogation,
screcning, delousing, medical care, fecding, and a head count record.

1. That the number of prisoner of war inclosures operated by
an army varied, and that facilities should bve available to permit the
operation of at lecagt two inclosures per amy.

m. That the processing of prisencrs of war, cxcept the admine
istration accomplished by armies, was and should be accemplished at
central inclosures in the communications zone and, where this was not
possible, at such other plaecs where prisoncrs of war requiring pro-
cessing were located, and that Field Manusl 100-10 @and other applieable
publications should be s0 modified.

n. That cooperation and coordination by provost marshals with
interested staff sections werevital in handling prisoncrs of war to in-
sure such matters as correct location of prisoner of war installation
8ites, the aveilability of transportation, the obtaining of necessary
supplica, medical care, construction end comrunications.

6. That the nmumber of military policc escort guard companies
provided for operations "Overlord" was inadequatc for the field forees,
and that they should have heen availablc for allocation to each army at
the rate of two per corpe and two for the oporation of amy prisonér of
war inclosures.

p. That Table of Organization and Equipment Number 19«47,
dated 15 August 1944, Military Police Escort Guard Cempany should pro=-
vide sufficient transportation to make the company mobile and sufficient
other equipment for the operation of a prisoncr of war inclosure of
10,000 capacity.

g. That communicationSzone requires two militory police escort
guard companies per army for evacuation of prisoners of war from army
inclosures, and that ecach section of the ecomrunicationszone requires
two such companies per central prisoner of war inclosure.

r. That overhead detachments for the operation of central
prisoner of wnar inclosures, and units for prisoner of war transportation
guards, boat and overland, were.gencrally adequate, and that sueh units
can better be organized and oquipped under Table of Organization and
Equipment Number 19-500, dated 25 September 1945, than by establishing
fixed strength units.

s, That processing companiss organized under Table of Organi-
zation and Equipment Number 19-237, dated 1j August 1944 worc satisfac-
tory, and should be allocoted at the rate of one per ceniral priscncr
of war inelosure.

10. Recommendations.

a. Thot command responsibility for the handling and evacua-
tion of prisoners of war he clearly defined and that this responsibil-
ity be with divisions from the point of capture to include division
sollecting points; with corps, only when so decentralized by army,
from division collecting points to include corps inclosures; with
armies from division collecting points to inelude army inelosures, ex-
esept when decentralized to corps; and with communications zone from
army inclosures to the rear thereof.
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be That all echelons be required to make the maximum usc of
empty supply transportation for the evacuation 6f priscners of wane

¢. That prisoner of war collecting points and inclosures
located along supply routes at or near class 1, 3 and 5 dumps.

d. That compinies evacuate prisoners of war to tattalions,
that each echelon above the attalion evacuate from the next lower
echelon, except in the case of corps when it is not a link in the sys-
tem of evacuation and that sufficient troops, othex than military po=-
lice, be provided for this purpose at regimental and battalion lovels,

c. That the corps be not normally a link in the chain of
evacuation of prisoners of war tut that it maintain interest at all
times fc insuré the clearance of division collecting points nnd to
assist in the latter when nccessary.

fo That administration at colleecting points and inclosures
within the army be limited to necessary searching, segregation, inter-
rogation, screening, delousing, medical care, fecding and a2 head count
record of those received and evacuated.

g. That the processing of priscners of war, except the admin-
istration accomplished by armies (see paragraph 9 k), be the responsi-
bility of the communicatiorB zone, to be accomplished mainly at central
prisoner of war inclosures, bdbut wHenever nesessary , at hospitals and
such other places prisoners of war requiring processing may be, and that
Field Manual 100-10 and other applicable publications be sgo modified.

he That provost marshsls te required to cooperate and coor-
dinate with interested staff seections to insure such matters as correct
location of priscner of war installation sites, the availability of
transportation, the obtaining of necessary supplies, medical care, con-
struction and communications.

i. That military police escort guard companies te made avail-
able for assigmment to armies at the rate of two per corps and two for
the operation of army inclosures,

je That Table of Organization and Equipment Number 19-47,
dated 15 August 194}, be changed to provide items of equipment in the
amount specified as follows:

Truck, cargo, 2% ton, 6 X 6 « « « v .« v s « 4 . 8
Bag, canvas, water sterilizing, complete

W/COVET & hanger + v 4 o v o o » o s 0 4 4 4 12
Can, water, five gallen « o 4 v o & 4 « o 4w &« . 50
Telephone « ¢ v v ¢ 4 ¢ & o o s = o & o s s » s+ » 3
Switchboard « v o ¢« v ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o b s a4 4o
Power unit, 3 KUA, 115 volts, 16 eye o o o ¢ 4 o 1
Pump, gasoline, 2%, 3 x 3%, type AB . . . . . . . .1

Blankets, wool, OD (over & above organization

equipment) . . . . .« . . .200
Tents, pyramidal .+ . ¢ « o ¢ ¢« 4 o . s v 0o« o 4
Tents, stAlL Wall & v o ¢ 4 4 v o 0 b o 0 . 4 . . b
Lantern, gasoline . . . « . e s e s e e e e . b
Lamp, carbide, floodlight type e s s e s s e« s 8

k., That communications zone be allotted military police ascort
guard companies at the rate of two per amy and that each communicetions
zone section be allotted two such companies per central prisoner of war
inclosure,

- 15 -



1. That overhead detachments for the operation of central
prisoner of war inclosures and units fer prisoner of war transporta-
tion guards, boat and overland, be organized and equipped undcer Table
of Organization and Fguipment Number 19-500, dated 25 September 1945.

. That processing companies organized under Table of Organi-

zation and Equipment Number 19-237, 14 iugust 1944, tc allocatcd to
cormunications zone sections at the rate of ons per eentral prisoner of

war inclosure.
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CHAPTER 2

CIVIII.N INTERNEES

1l¢ Responsibility. Civilian internees were generally of threce
categories; (1) those who hed been captured while serving with the
enemy forces and who had assimilated rank, (2) war criminals, (3) se-
curity suspects. The handling of persons in eategory (1) was the res.
sponsibilifyof the provost marshal of wnoch wsholen of command,
of those in category (2) was primarily the responsibility of the Judge
Advocate, and of those in category (3) waz primarily the responsgibility
of G-2, Mt the provost marshal dcteined such persons in categories
(2) and (3) when requested by the responsible staff section, Civilian
internees falling in category (1} were collected with the prisoners of
war and all details relative tc the care, guarding, evacuation and ad-
minigtration were identical to that used in handling prisocners of war.
The common practice, and the most practical, was to detain these indi-
viduals in separate compounds of the priscner of war collecting points
or inclosures, if in a division or corps, until evacuation to the army
inclosure, where they were again screened and detained ip either com-
pounds in the army inclosure or in separate inclosures.’]?ﬁ!)uring the
last stages of the operations the apprehension of war criminals and
security suspects in lerge numbers made it necesgsary tc establish sep-
arate civilian internee camps. No persons in categories (2) or (3}
were evacuited or moved withcut the concurrence of the staff section
eoncerned,

12. ZXvacuation and Administration. Although standing operating
procedure called for a careful screening of civilien internescs at di-
vision and corps levels,~ it was found that in rapidly moving situations
thig practice was impracticable and therefore these persons wcould pass
to army inclesures for thorough screening for either release or evacua-
tion., The civilian internee camps menticned in the preceding paragraph
were erected at the insistence of (-2, who had anticipated a much great-
er civilian internee take than was encountered during the operation.
The need for these camps in army areas did not exist until the later
stages of the war and after the cessation of hostilities. When civil-
ian internees were moved or evacuated, rormal prisoner of war channels
were used and found generally adeguate. Freguenily civilian internces
were released before a thorough check had been made and as a result a
second apprehension of the individual was necessary. This proved in
the majority of instances to be almost impessible.

13. Processing. The processing of civilian internees consisted
of such documentation as, was necessary to maintain a proper location
record of the internee, At civilian internee camps a card index of
each individual was maintained for ready reference. An arreat report
form was accomplished on each civilian internee either before he wag
committed for detention or after he arrived at a priscner of war in-
closure or at a civilian internee camp. Other intereated agencies in-
terrogated internees and waintained necessary tase records. This was
not a function of the provost marshale.

1. Interested Sections and Ageneies. In the handling of civii-
ian . internees the coordination with other staff sections and agenciess
was identical to that necessary in the handling ¢f priscners of war.
3ee paragraph 7, Section I, Chapter 1, adbove.
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15. Conclusions,

as That civilian internees were handled for the most part
through the same channels as prisoners of war and that they were de-
tained either in separate cormpounds of prisoner of war collecting
points and inclosures or in geparate civilian internee camps.

b, That prisoner of war channcls were adequate to handle civi-
lian internees during the operation,.except for the later stages and af-
ter cessation of hostilities when it became necessary to establish sep-
arate civilian internee camps because of the large numbers involved.

¢. That it was impossible to accomplish thorough screening
for either release or evacuation at division and corps level and in
the forward areas because of the large numbers involved =2mnd the short-
age of screening personnel. As & resuly, final screening had to take
place in amy prisoner of war inclosures and ammy civilian internee
camps. :

de That in the evacuation or movement of civilian internees,
nomal prisoner of war channels were used and found generally adequate.

2. That processing consisted of such documentation as was
necessary to maintain a proper location record of the internee and thet
other interested agencies maintained their own case records.

16, Recommendations.

a2, That whenever poasible civilian intermees be detained in
separate ccripounds of prisoner of war inclosures thersby odYiating the
necessity of establishing separate civilian internee camps and making
necessary the employment of additional guards and administrative per-
sonnel for their detention and evacuations

bs That when the number of civilizn internees apprehended
reaches such proportions that it is impossible to detain them in aep=-
arate compeunds of prisoner of war inclosures, separate civilian in-
ternee camps be established in the vieinity of prisoner of war inclo-
sures. B

¢e That sufficient screening personnel be furnished corps and
divisions so that thorough screening of civilian internees can be dcne
at those levels thus cobviating the nceessity of evacuating harmless in-
dividuals back to amy.

ds That the evacuation and movenent of all civilian interneces
be handled through the same channels as prisoners of war insofar as
practicable,

e+ That processing of civilian internees by the provost mar-
shals be limited to such documentation as necessary to maintain a pro-
per location recerd and that other interested agencies maintain their
own case records.
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CHAPTER 9

CARE AND EVACUATLCN CF MILITARY PERSONNEL
RECCVERED FROI? THE ININY

17. Responsibility. The care ard evacuation of wilitary personnel
recovered from the enemy were handled in general as cutlined in "Eclipset
Memerandum Fumber eight of Supreme Headquarters and in Standing QOpera-
ting Procedure Mumber 58 of the PFuropean Theaters The responsible staff
section in Supreme Hecadquarters was G-1 which had a prisoner of war ex-
ecutive bransh, This branch not only formulated policies tut also sent
reprosentatives to the army group headquarters and armies for operation.
In Burcpean Theater Headquarters the giaff responsibility was asaigned
to the Furopean Theater Provost karshal, In tke field forces the gen-
aral staff regponsibility for handling this personncl was placed in the
G-1 sections,® however in rany headguarters those sections also retained
the responsibility for operstion and orgmizod speeial staff groups for
the purpcose. In cothers the provost marshal secticns were made respon-
s5ible for operstions in whole or in part.~ Similarly, in the scctions
of the comunicntions zone the staff section responsibilivy was not un-
iform 4 This lack of uniform placing of staff reoponsibility in the vari-
ous c¢chelons of the Buropean Theater tended to cause confusion in staff
supervision »nd coordination, It appears that efficiency would have
been furthered had the G-1 sections of all echelons teen given the gen-
eral staff responsibility for handling recovered allied military perscn-
nel but the provest marshal Sections Lteen given the prineipal spoeeial
staff rssponsibility for operation.

18. procudure. The z2rmies were responsidle for ecmmand, admin-
istration, supply and evacuation of recovered allied military perscnnel
found in their arens. This psrsonnel consisted of eseapers nnd evaders
and thoge, found in overrun camps. They were generally handled as fol-
lowg ;<0

ae. The escapers and evaders, those who found their way to
allisd contreclled territory by escaping after being captured by the
enemy or by evading such capiure, were generally directed to the rear
by forward echelons and collected at places designated by the ammies,
frequently at priscner of war inclosures, where there were G-2 facil-
ities for their interrogation and identification. They were kept un-
guarded ~nd provided proper carc and trestmont separate from ths pris-
cnars of wir by the provest mershals. When properly identified
Unitcd States and British Commonwealth escapers and evaders weroe either
returned to their units, if they had not been in enery captivity for a
period execeding two months, or evacunted to the commnications zone
if they had been in enptivity excecding twe months, Those not relurn-
ed to their units by the military police were handled by the replace-
ment system. Other nationalities were handled by G-5 as displaced
persons. The procedure for hnndling escapers and evadors was gencr-
211y adequate for the number that came under thase classificntions,

b, Allied perscnnel who were found in overrun c¢=mps were
required to remin ("stay put') in those enmps and beenme the staff
raepensibility of G-l1. Those vho failed to do so autoratically be-
errve displaced persons ani the ataff responsibility of G-5. When a
camp a3 overrun 4 Prisoner of Uar Executive (PUX) officer from Su-
preme Hendquarters, who had been nttached to the nxmy, had the duties
of entering the camp to eal'orce the "stay put" policy and coordinating
administration and evacuation under army direction. Heowever, frequents
ly by the timc this officer reached the camps he found that the
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inmates had dispersed., This could have been avoided had cambat units
overrunning the camps enforcsd the "stay put' poliey and adequate troops
and - supplics planned in advance heen echkeloned forward as soon as the
camps were uncovered. When a cemp remained intact, a commender and
staff usu2lly selccted from the recovered personnel, controllcd and ad-
ministersd it under amy directicn. Some diffieculties in the control
of recovered personnel, particularly eastern Europeans, Were encoun—
tered which could have teen avoidel had there been sufficient liaison
officers of the same nationality as the recovered personnel. Army
technical staff sections with tre Prisoner of Jar Exeeutive (PWX) of-
ficer determined the maintenance requirements of the eamp, such as
quarternagter, medical and other supplies, and arranged for the neces-
sary supply and administrative services which did not exist at the camp.
Initially all recovered personnel were supplied the same ration as
their liverators, however, later certain naticnalities, particularly
eagtern Iuropeans, were supplied with a ration more suitable to their
national liking from United States and captured enemy ration camponents,
Medical service was generally provided ipitially by the attachment of
army installaticns for the initial physical examinations and the evac-
uation of seriocus cases, ILater the medical care was returrcd to the
camp hospital or dispensary staff. Although the care of the recovered
personncl who remained in the camps was generzlly adeguate, experience
indicates thot efficiency would have been served if the retention of
such personncl in camp wouid have been insured by the units overrun-
ing the camps, and if the necessary service troops and supplies had
Peen planned well in advance and moved to the canps immediatcly after
their capture,

c. The cvacuation of such recovered persomncl ag were to be
evacuated was done by air and rail from points arranged by the armics
to thc commnications zone. The Tnited States anéd RBritish personnel
had priority-one air 1lift from the point of recovery to a destination
in communieationszone where they received initial documentation prior
to return to the zore of the interior. Although dirsctives of the
Supreme Headquarters called for initial processing in the army areas,
in actual practice the only processing considered essential was a ocur-
gory medical examination and delousing. Prior to air movement a com=
plete manifest of evacuess was accomplished by the camp commander.

ALl other processing wns disregared if the expedience of evacuation
would be prejudiced by the completion. Western Buropcans were given
rail transportation and priority-twe air lift to communications zone
border reception centers oporated by the various national governments.
Thesc persors were usu=lly processed prior to evacuation since United
States responsibility ceesed with their receipt at border reception
stations,

d. Upon arrival of United States recovered military person-
rel at their list destination on the continent, they were confronted
with a 14 te 45 day delay bsfore prozceding to the United States.

This was, no doubt, due in some part %o the amount of transportation
evailable. Prigparily, however, it was due to the lack of processing
personnel to initiate temporary records and also te the lengthy phys-
ienl examination ordered by the War Department which required much
time =and personrel to corplete., There was considerable difficulty in-
volved in procuring medical personnel in the Rurcpean Theater at the
time and if such exanirntion could have been given in the zone of the
interior, delay would havs been reduced nd maximurn use could have been
madc of oxisting 1lift space. The transit camp used was a corsiderable
distance from the air landing ficld which involved a considerable trip
ty truck, often under crowded conditions due ic insufficient trucks
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available., The camp had temporary or canvas housing and was not loca-
ted near any large towns which could be used for recreation. More care-
ful selection of a transit ecamp would bhave furnished greater ccmfort
and more recreation to the recovered personnel during the considerable
delay invelved.

19, Conclusions.

a, That there was no uniformity in assigning the responsi-
bility for handling recovered allied military personnel to certain
staff sections throughout the various echslons of cormand.

b. That G=1 sections of all echelons should be given only
gener:al staff responsibility for handling rccovered military persomnel
and that provest marshal sections should be given the principal special
staff responsibility for opsration.

¢. That the procedure used for handling escapers and evaders
was generally adequate for the number involved.

d, That there were insufficient allied liaison psrsonnel of
eastern Miropean nationalities te¢ handle the overrun esmps in the for-
ward areas.

e. That efficiency in the handling of rccovered military per-
sonnel would have been increased if their retention in camps would have
bsen insured by the units overrunning the camps and if the necessary
gervice troops and supplies would have been planned well in advance and
moved to the c¢amps immedintely after their recovery.

f. That processing in the amy areas should be restricted tc
that consistent with gpeedy evacuation.

g. That there was a lack of processing personnsl to complete
individual records in the United States transit camp in the comrmnica-
tions zone.

h. That the lengthy physical examination ordered by the War
Department to be completed on the continent caused considerable delay
in evacuating personnel to the zone of interior because of the lack of
medical personnel available,

iy  That more careful selection of the principal transit camp
for astaging recovered personncl to the zone of the interior would have
furnished greater comfort and more recreation to the recovered person-
nel during the delny involved.

20, Recommendations.

a, Thet in the assignment of the staff duties pertaining to
recovered military personncl in each headquarters, the G-1 section be
the principal section responsible for general staff duties and the pro-
vogt marshal section be the principal apecial staff section for opera-
tion,.

b. That sufficient liaison officers of the same nationalities
as the recovered personnel be available for attachment to ovcrrun camps.

¢, That units recovering military personnel not permit them to
disperse but hold them in place until they are taken over by the respon-
sible higher echelon and that the necessary service troops and supplies,

- 23«



planned well in advance for the purpose, be available and moved forward
to take care of regovered pergonnel immediately after they are reccvered.

d. That sufficient processing personnel be provided transit
camps so that evacuation of recovered personnel will not be delayed ex-
cessively and that processing in tHe amy areas be limited to th it con-
siotent with speedy eviacuation.

&. That lengthy physical examinations be given in the zone of
the interior or that sufficient medical personnel be made availeble =0
that cvacuation to the zone of the intericr will not be unduly delaysd.

f. That transit camps B¢ selected with a view to tho areatest
possible comfort and reereation consistant with specd in evacuation.
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