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LIBRlRr SERVICE 
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The k n c r c l  Board. 
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Licutonant Coloncl Lcstcr C. .,yors, OZW069, Inf, Specit11 Services 

Officor, XX Corps. 
Litutenant Coloncl Pctcr Do Sanchez, 0922420,.,US, Chicf, Informetion 

and Education, Thc Genom1 Board. 
L i e u t e n p i t  Cdonol Greason '-1. Xaull, 0164766, I d ,  t p c i a l  Services 

Soction, Dclta 6 6 5 e  Suction, Thoater Sarvice Forcos, European 
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Kajor Coorge Potos, 0568178, X, Spccial Services Officer, Ninth 
d r  Force. 
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Sorvicos, HLadquertars, TheaLr % d o e  Foroos, Eumpoan 
'l3oatc,r. 

l4ajor E. Y. Loud, 0229774, Cev, Spocial SLrvices Officcr, Unitod 
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k J o r  Ralph E. mldo, 01297986, I n f ,  Special Servioes Officor, 
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Ccptcin .(.H. Nixon, 01166796, F.., s p o c i r l  Sorvices Officor, 
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b. a s s i o n .  .B onrried oot by the Librwy Brench, the  nission 
o f  t he  library program in the European %eater 186 t o  satisfy ?Jl rcading
needs of a l l  mil i tmy  parsomel. 

(1) The development of .dms, YolCcies a d  Trocaduras €or 
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R r s E T E L P T E I !  
the administration and supervision of Library aervice 
in the E h r o p a n  Theater. 

(2) 	 The aroouremnt and distribution of reading materials,  
including the au tma t i c  issue of maguinea and nrned 
Sei-vices Editions. 

(3) 	 The proparetion of courses and supervision o f  the 
progrm o f  t ra ining f o r  library Personnel. 

(4) 	 .L.'viap a1echelons of ccyMlBnd on all technical mat-
ters  psrteining t o  army l ibrar ies ,  

SECTIO?! 2 

TYPE5 OF L W Z l Y  SERVICE 

b. Distributio&pf' E x n d a b l e  aOe..ing ?Iet.arials. Mendable -ad-
h g  mgterials mado evailabla t o  troops i n  the Europeen Theater consisted 
i n  the msin of se t s  of ,:md Services EdiUons and p y l a r  mey;zaines. 

a. Description and Basis of Iesg. 

(1) ,med Services Editions (Also knovm as Vouncil Bodts~l).
Thore am papercbound reprints of current best sellers, 
poplar classics ,  end oulEr books of general i n t e re s t ,  
s p c k l l y  manulectured for  &tribution to hmerican 
soldicrs and sailors overseQ8, The bssis of dis t r lbut ion 
is o m  s o t  of /O titles ?ar  month for each 150 men or  
major frnotion thereof; one set f o r  Each 50 hospital
beds and one s e t  for eeeh smll usteched d t  of less 
then 150men. . 

(2) 	 Unit Sct of l;eisazines. ' h s  &it ht of lkgednes w a s  
d6velopod as e means of ? t ang  p o w  mass ines  to 
oycrses8 soldiers  rgpidly a d  io large quant i t ies .
Thoee sets contpin nbout 25 m:;zines oech, and a re  dis- 
trlbutcd uooklg to all werseas units. .bout 1CO copies
of 27 different magazine t i t l e s  are so dist r ibuted each 
month, Tho b a d 8  of distribution i s  the am0 as f o r  
.mod Services Editions. 

(3) 	-312-ezino k L t , The distribution to ovarsoas 
'-9untts of a spaciEL sat  of megasines of fwaMno 
intorcst  we8 b c p  aerlg i n  1945, T h i s  set i a  isauad 
mnthly, end c o n s i d s  of one copy oech of 10 mP,Casiwe.
FC', :As of dis t r ibut ion i s  WE s c t  per month for each 
50 .C enlisted poraonndl, or major fractFon thereof,  
one se t - fo r  eech isolated -..C unit irruspoctivu of siae 
of unit, and OM s o t  for each hospital f o r  tho usa of 
h O a p 1 ~ 5 e dY;.C enlisted personnel, 

b. kkthods of Distribution. T,vo nethods of d i s t r lbu t ion  n'cw 
used to got theeG oxpndablc reeding metcrisls in to  the h d S  of tMOps in 
the Europcan 'Ihcatcr. The bulk of the distribution was hardled by the 
,..rmr Pcstol S w d c e .  me second method u5od wan t he  roquislt ioning and 
distribution by spcciel services officers of extra se t s  and 0 V G m U " n  

(1) Distribution th rowh  ,.mv Postal Service. From t h e  f a l l  
of 1943 to June 19&, Services Editions and Unit 
Sots of F&gaz2r)es ntjre bent through p o s a  channols t o  
units in acoordance w i t h  a miling Ut proparod st  the  
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sources: 



new books. I n  tlOvCmbLr of that Fer w s d l c d  into ayt030 books n e ~  
acrioa of 1ibra-y k i t s  callod "L" tUts.5J1&Pheec kits w r c  cllocat'd t o  i l l  
typcs of units in t he  UnitLd King?om until D-Day, dtLr which d r t i  th;y 
wcrc r o s c m d  f o r  the Usc of hospitela. By h g m t  1 9 4 ,  dcpot stocks of 

Kits h?d k c n  cxhznatcd. To a lbrgc axtcnt tht.80 ki t s  rndc up thc 
l i b r a r i e s  of hoapite.la, posts, md @irforco stetions in thc Unikd Kea-
dom. 

c. Now Book Kits. In lkrch 19L5, thc Eumpw Thid:r M o m d  
tho 'hr Dcp.rtmmt thz t  t h r o  was en ov rwhola$ng dcmd m m g  6 d & ~ r sfor 
more f i c t i o n  and i iq"t, currcnt non-fiction. poinkd out thtIt W ~ S  

thcso demende could not bo satisfird by tho strndFrd bark stts currrntly 
boing received. It x'r8 rocmndod  thet thc 'jar Dcgnrtnmt acko cvtiilablc 
B monthly solection of 50 now books, d i s t r ibu td  cs follo:rs: 15 b&st
so l lors ,  10 noekrt16, 10 myetcrica, 10 niaccllancous caacnt icprtrnt 
non-fiction, and f i v e  volurdcs of h w r .  Ncw bwk kits DrcoCrGd is e 
roault  of this m c m n d a t i o n  bcpm t o  ardvo in Jar i94i. ..t o e i  of
536 now book k i t e  had bocn f loca t td  t o  the m j c r  C O W d 6  b: 1Dkccrj-r 
19&3 


d.  Podia ?urchaed i n  the ThoEtcr. '&issoupco NCC c6prcirLI.y 
valuable during tho brcekdovpl in mF1 dclivcry of : m d  S L N ~ C L S%itions 
and Unit Sots of ht~rzinoscmscd, in N0vcmb.r 19U, by shippins p i o r i t i c c
and by tho shunting esiCo of thcso mct i r ids  in f:vor of ChrLtrzs 
packngca. An mcrzoncy p X h 8 0  of books m a  i z d c  fram isris bok die-
t r ibu tors ;  f r o m  time la t k ,  purch~scsbvc a s 0  b-cr. mdo fraa d i b t r i k u -
t o r s  in w e n d ,  Srcdcn ind Smta. rbnd I It is unfortunetc th-t t h 5 i  

8ourcai wcro not uscd to an w L n  gmrter cxtact. 

now9 mgRzin4 in thc Unitd S t e t i s  r.nd thcir  d&ivay to th; unit ov-r-
8ws. "noroforc, Spoci-1 Scnriccs m?dc c?rrarrgcm;nts for  t h i  printirg of 
tho80 two &-5rzincs md b?.dLr's Dimat in %ris fron offslt  9 l r t c a  f l 0 . m  
from NLW York. B ~ g i m i n gwith the July 1915 isaLs, diztrfoution H:S nrdc 
dirootly t o  e l l  orgcnizttiona v i a  thu,.2vq PostLt Scrvicu on tic b-si8 of 
two copioe of o?ch i~rgczinopir 150 mcn, or u j o r  frrction thcr;af; two 
Copio of c x h  p r  50 hospital bcde; and tlro copk6 ? L r  isolated drtcckr 
front&! i.8 8 rciault, thcsc mrg35inOs W K  h thc hmds of troops C t  kcst 
t h n o  wooke ear l ic r  than undcr thc grcvioub tmPJWmsnb. 

f. Books throwk LntcpLibrzrr Lour. Tho fec i l i t i cs  of tho 

lergcr Unitad Kingdom cml Contincntrl Librmib8 N ~ I ' Cmrdc :veilsblc t o  

.'mricen t r o o p  in Junc 1945, nhm arrenp"nt6 w t ; n  coyICtcd fo r  t hc  

lorn, up0 ppplic?.tion, of non-fiction meding loetcrials fram &So 

l i b r a r i o s b  ' 


9. Book Solcction ?olicxI. 
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I I E S T E I C T E D  
SECTION 4 

10. &DOrtF.PCLOO_. 1%B?.S mcogdscd  in thc spring of 1 9 4  t h a t  t b  
E b r a r y  p m p m  would b offcc t ivc  only i f  i t  woro opra t tcd  on all l evole  
by adequate and campotont personnel. Continuous o f fo r t s  woro -do through-
o u t  tho Europcen cempeign t o  b r ing  tho  mextmun numhcr of pmfoesional
librarians into tho l i b r w y  scrvioc and to carry out  programs for t h e  
training of non-profcsnLonal soldier-librpxians. 

U. Profussional Pcrsonnol. 

a. Militrrv Porsonnol. I n  JmuR1.g 19&, tho first o f f i cc r ,  a 
trainod l ib rar ian  in civll irn lifo, w e 8  e.6signbd to tho l i b r a r y  program. 
It we8 not u n t i l  ..uguct 19& t h a t  additiond. profcss iond l i b r a r i a n s  i n  
d l i t ? X y  status wcrc essigned t o  tha Library Branch, but by 8 May 1945, 
thoro wuro 10 officers end oa l i s tod  raon, nll pmfassional. librarians, 
assigned t o  the top lcvol of tho  l i b r a r y  propem. L o w r  c m a n d s ,  howcvcr, 
found it impossible to obtain simllor pcrsonnol t o  S r c c t  t h a i r  prograrw. 

b. Civilian wrsonnol. Beomso of this sca rc i ty  of professional
personncl for tho f iold o p z f t i o n  of library survioc, it we8 decided i n  
Dccedxr 19wI ta procum 2. nUmbLr of ;,my Oiv i lbn  Librerians fran t h o  
Zona of tho In t r r io r  for asaignmcnt to thc major commands. Bccauao of 
administrative difficulties, thasc librarians did not bcgfn tu arrive 
u n t i l  about 8 May 1945. 30fOre assignment, cech c i v i l i a n  l ibrar iw 
rccoivcd trekring e t  tho School f o r  Unit L i b r . - ? s .  &st  of tho  100 dmy 
C i v U a n  Librzrians i n  tho thcc tc r  in Doc6mbcr 1945, supcrviaod non- 
profcssioaal l i b r c r h s  i n  thc orgenisetinn and adndnistr.-tion of u n i t  
libraries. Othcr U b r r r i m s  o p r a t c d  tho 37 bookmobilea InSLrVico in 
tho occupation mnc. 

12. NorrProfcssionrl Prrsonnal. 

a. TreininK. In o r d m  t o  insuro uf lcc t ivo  librnry sorvioo a t  
tho unit lcvcl,  it v2.9 dGcidBd t o  bcgin a t ra in ing  progrem f o r  soldiers 
essigmd or t o  bc zasigncd e 8 unit  libr?rinns. doordhgly, on 2 &l%l 
1945, two Schools f o r  U n i t  Librcriws, oech pracriding ne wwk c m a c s ,Pworc osteblishod simultencoualy i n  London tnd in Par is .9  Ln t t r ,  tho two 
schools combined op rc t ions  in Paris;  in .&gust 1945, thc school mvGd to 
obcramwrgru, hmway, ahorc it functioncd until 13 Octobw 1945. On 26 
Novcmbur l9/+5> tho achool bcgm oprrations on a mbfio l-k-sia, moving from 
command t o  command. 

b. Guide fo r  tho Opcr2tion of SmcU ~.r4vLibrprics. 28-305-Smll ..my Librarics, nr.8 primarily cmcLmcd vhth thc  noods of army
l i b r e r i c s  in tho Zona of tho In t c r io r  and was thus of l i t t l o  us0 to non-
profcasioml soldier l i b r n i a n s  in en uvcr6e26 thoator. 12 "d.more 
Fortinont t o  OVCm'BcPS opcretion was thcrcfora pmpsrcd. Tho Guide for 
Tho Operation of h-11..my Librrrlcr, published in .qril 1945 by Spec ia l  
S C ~ ~ C O S ,  Thoctrr  of Gpratione,  as e n  in t roduct ion  &ropctn WCB dosigncd 
t o  tho p i n c i p l c s  of org?ail;etion ?ma oprretion of smU arqy l i b r a r i e s  in 
the Europcjul m o t u .  Tho guidc omsidors in dotail tho moat o f f i c i c n t  
us0 of evcileblo rcrding matL*-ls and dcscribos t h c  plpOe of tlm l ibr'ry 
in tho rocroetional and InformatLowEtucation programs. 

C. Field %rvicc. ,aIndiDFtOd above, POrmRl treining COUmcS 
f o r  non-pmfossional l i b r c r h a  woro n o t  bcgun until ,qril 1945. It m a  
thorofom nccoasrty d i d n g  Wic prccoding p r b d  to cerrp cn an s x t o n s i w  
f i o l d  scwice.  Tho C h i d  of the Librery Br'ench v i s i t e d  tho  f i o l d  in o d o r  
to ndvise spoci?J S C r v i O G S  officers and t h a i r  Ulllt L ib ra r im6  on Sll 
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mcttcrs  pcrtclning t o  tho adndnisbrntion and opcration of tkir libraries. 
This scrvico wns oontinwd d t c r  8 laop 1945 ga a supplomcnt to thc mora 
cxtcnsivo supervision c x m c i a a ~by tho .my Civilian Libwri raS  i n  tho 
vcrious eom.nds, 

SECTION 5 

13. h c r c l .  From tho s m ~ UPepcr-bound "Council Bookstt rocd by mn 
in foxhOlL3 to tho 1wga U b r e r i a s  i n  rcPr am-, l i b r w y  acrvioo consti-
t u t c d  an importmt pcrt of apociQ scrviocs e c t i v i t i c s .  Thu l i b r a r y  pro-
grm eupplicd rccrcationcA pnd oscapo r o d i n g  f o r  m n  undor d i f f i c u l t  cam-
b a t  conditions, good l i t c m t u r o  €or man who onjoy meding And for pleny who 
loarncd t o  onjoy it, end importmt book8 of c u m n t  affeirs to a i d  mon in 
undorsttuuling thc wcr fncl tho  rcasons f o r  f ight ing.  

14. TlnnnFng. 'h;.tcv;.r dcficloncios were prosonl; in tho l i b r a r y  pro-
grw during tho  opcre.tionr.1 pcr iod w m o  rclatod in l a r g o  acasuro to tho  
fact t h r t  OffQCtiVG plmning for l i b r f r y  somrioo did not btgin unti l  
Jenuqf 1944, whon thc l i b r - r y  scc t ion  w m  oat-bl ishcd i n  tbo Education 
Branch end ohergid ith o r 3 n i 5 i n g  E thor tcr  U.br?.ry progrm, This 
plcsning W E B  l e rgc ly  conccrncd with tho pmcurcmcnt of m t c r i : l s  tho 
provis ion of scrvicce for tho rLdcplaynront end ocoupdion pmiods. Hm-
cvcr, t h ~ r oi s  cvidcnac t o  ind ice to  %et tho h e d i e t o  nsods of tha 
opOr?.tiowJ. pcriod wcm c h a p  avcn  first pr ior i ty .  

15. moa of Librcry Scrvico. 

R .  Diatribukion of ~ n d ? b l oXccd5.w atcr inls .  Dolivbry on en 
a u h m t i c  basis through pstel chennob WCB found t o  be t h c  b c a t  incthod of 
got t ing  thGSo mtLrhI.6 to  tmops, but d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  bulk sup@ice by 
spec ia l  scnricos officcrs h€d t o  bc omployed i n  order to tfku cam of Kst  
cnmpa,orgnizod  Ubrr r ios ,  units chiming dclayod m c o i p t  through postal
cbmnnols, otc. 

b. Pixad Libr;?rioe. This distribution we5 eupplcmntcd in thL 
mer awes by tho o r g n i w t i o n  of f lxod l i b r e r i m ,  rpnging in S ~ Z Lfrm a 
f c n  books i n  an 0rdcd.y room t o  le.rgo collections hoUBGd in soparatc: ro:d- 
ing r w .  

c. & b i L  Libr ry Scrvicc, 

S ~ c i t lSorvicos Comwnx. "ha libray miesion of t h e  
s p c c i d  sorvicos compsny w s  aucoassfully e.ccmpUshud 
o n l y , p h ~ ntho  l i b r a r y  k c h n i c i a n s  wow nblo t o  s k u  
l i b c r r l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of .smed S c r v i w a  Editiona a d  U n i t  
Sots of Ufibngezlnos. ThC four "C!' kit6 o r Q h c l l y  iesuod 
Lo mch compmy provud tot:- unslritcd for us0 during 
cOmbFt O@,Ff&iOnS. 

Bool~md~Floa. Vchiclaa c o n n r t c d  into b w h b i l c s  wcre 
not u t i l i i ~ d  until rid.l e f t c r  6 k y  194.5. This form of 
mobilo'librery s c r v i c s  pmmd O x t w l y  popular  wi th  
t r o o p ,  and should h ~ v obon providud durLng nct ivc  
opmctions in t h o  European Thaettor. 

16, iltcrials. r)ocaueo of t h c  l p t u  date at which plmnlng for* 
l i b r a r y  sorvicc W E S  bcgun, not mough cloth-bound books Wcrc C V a i h b l G  in 
the  Europpoan Thceta  during OFre-tioos. lhcroforo, tho d i a t r l b u t i o n  of 
such i t a m  es the ;(B Librzry could not  bo medc to  e low onough lcvcl,
~urthormorc,thoro wes D. l a c k  of euf f ic iont  quantft iw of important 
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currcn t  cloth-bound bwks, l n c l u d ~best scl lcrs ,  t o  cnlivon t i i c l  col-
loc t ions  Of organisad Ubrer ioe .  

17. Rrsonncl.  

a. Profoss io rd  Pcrsonncl. Sufficient p ro fcs s ioml  personnel 
vtas proscnt ct thc thca tur  level, b u t  t h e  l ib rary  programs of lowcr cam-
mands wcrc not sL-ffcd with t h i s  typc of pcrsmel uh t i l  d t c r  8 Lay 1945. 
Civi l ien  Ubrerians, brought into tho Europ~anTpoekcr too  l a t o  f o r  use 
during thc  period of opcr&Aons, mado B d i s t inc t  contribution to tho 
library program. 

b. Non-pmfcssiond pcraonncl. Not enough l i b r r r i c s  wcrc 
opcratod by f ull-tino , &oquRtdy trainod, non-profcosionrl cnlisted 
librerians.  Tho training program f o r  unit librerians, while cxtromdy
successful dur ingthc  occuprtion pcriod, wzs inouguratcd to0 l a h  to bo 
of any of fcc t  during cpurations. 

SECTION 6 

RBCWE&D..TIONS 

18. The Dtlncral Board r o c m c n d s  that: 

a. Ubrery  scrvice in M a c t i w  theatcr be o r g d z c d  on 2 
t hea t c r  beds p i th  edministretiva c o n t r o l s h i k r  t o  tho p x s m t  sorv im 
comnend 0rgmize.tion in  tho ZOnB of ttci h t t r i o r .  

b. Bixpcnckblo books end mgazines cona t i tu t c  thc b 3 k  of 
reading nakriels di8tributcd. 

c. P'riolpry dia t r ibu t ion  of expcntkblc rcadbg IMtGria lS  be nnda 
by d i roa t  wil on an tlutwtic issue besi.8, and that bulk supplica bo 
medo a v a i l e b l ~  for  d i s t r ibu t ion  by spocial scrvicos o f f i ce r s  and spvc ia l  
s s rv iccs  c o ~ i G S .  

d. !Pho broed bcx of thc l i b ra ry  grogrem i n  la ir  areas bc the  
unit librtry, consistin& of initiel collccticns of -?.but 500 books, and 
s ~ r v i n ga battalion, or zpprcodmptcly loo0 mn, md t h e t  mgeniwt ions  
and poato of varying strengths bc W c n  cerc of on il proportiomto bas is .  

0. :,d.oquztc. p u n t i t i c s  of cloth-bound books, including currcn t  
f i c t i o n  and non-fiction, bo r d o  emilable fo r  t h o  ubc of f i m d  and raobfio 
l ibrrr ics .  

f. ..ll rccding wt . . r ic l s  a v d . a b l ~w i t h i n  t he  Unit bc cuntrali-md 
in  tha uni t  library. 

hgesinca of c m n t  nms vcluc bo publishod in the  thaa tc r .  8. 

h. ."lpv and corps tmops  and srssll ead icsoletcd dotachmcnta bo 
3 ~ r v i c ~ dby mobllo l i b rc r i c s .  

i. Mli t e ry  pcreonncl with a bmkground of profoas icnd  l i b r a r y  
training bc assigned xhorc possiblo t o  thci Ubrery pro.ogram, end that ouf-
f i c i e n t  q w n t i t i c s  of .smy Civi l ian  LibrPFians be r e q u i d t i m o d  fmn t h o  
Zono of thc  In t t r io r .  

j. o rm i l i t - r gd t b rinprofcssionplly trainnod l ibrar ian ,  1, 
c iv i l i an  status,  bo in charge o f  tho f i b r a g  pmglWa in CPCh ."y,a h -

Form and beso scction, rrnd thFt  .- CiviliEo L i b r r r i e m  a u p w v b e  thc 
progmm of suboniitv.tc commands, 



k. Training of non-professionel pcrsmal bo tho rcsponsibillty
of t h ~thcator librrry officor. 
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5. 

6. 


7. 

9. 


10. 

11, 

12, 

13. 

14. 


15, 

16. 




photographing. 


FO: 

JG- 2, 19% 

D e a r  Sir: 
This i s  baing written by the repreaentstive of a t e a  gf 

eight enlisted men and one  officer. Ye are a cm;;?icatitisns tea= 
and located on a mountain top near Sohenpaisenberg, Gar=.". ':e ?re 
out o f  reading material at yesent  and we e m  badxu difiicul:y
getting eve1 one or two megazinse from larger cninita. la article ir. 
the S t a r s  and Stripes mentioned your offlca, Si?, e& ao I BP 68.5% 
?on, i f  it i e  at all possible, pleame drop 118 a far 'Jaeh o r  Be* 
zines, Please do not worry about dates because aVt>iw reiZvdlly 
reading m t t e r  would be very welaom. 

By u8iq the a3ave roturn address ths me.erial w i l d  r63ck 
uti very well .  

Sincerel-, 

/E/ @I WJ BOW& 



SUBJECT: Gouncil B o o b .  

T O  : T ~ BChief, Special Services, -Bq, STO, APG 3S7. 

I.. Ue are a mil i ta ry  ogverment detachment, si t lgted b. a 
small t o m ,  with l i t t l e  t o  do in o w  leisure tine bnt reat. %:in& 
very l i t t l e  other than the  S tars  and Stripes ani Y e i :  t c  pass oil 
hours with,  the  article appeariig In the S t a r s  and Strl?es L!a6%aise, 
Sunday, 24 June 1945 was Rvidly read by the entire Ct~~'k18st. 

2. Is i t  possible t k t  Council bolas cgn be brckan 6-vn fcs 
smaller un i t e?  'Je would be nore than willing tc gass GUT sbara c l  
the d i s t r i b u t i o n  on t c  other WG datachmsnts. 

X i l i t a r y  Govermw:,er;twill undoubtedly be here for a lcrs t i n e3. 
and t he  future  would l cck  very much mcre pleasant if ue -=By we 
going t o  g e t  reading material regulerlg. 

4. request a l s o  applies t o  the magazitas = & i x e d  ic t b z  
a r t i c l e .  We BPE 7 men end four officerr.  

Appediz 2 


